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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice Teaching and Learning Through the Lens

of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho’s Thoughts and Philosophies

Dorothy Joo Kowal

Introduction:

As neither an undergraduate student or a graduate student, | write this essay in the
spirit of respect, admiration, and with an offering of my sincere and humble thoughts
on the correlation between Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's work as an activist and leader in
the equity, inclusion and justice space in the early 1900's and the work of such
leaders and educators now. As the Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at an
independent college preparatory high school in Northern California, | found great
comfort and meaning in the ways Dosan Ahn Chang-ho led through service, and
purported the notion of independence, power, strength, and freedom as something
that must be nurtured within ourselves before we can make national or even global
change. In this essay | will connect my equity and inclusion work with young people
in education to the thoughts and philosophies of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and Heung
Sa Dahn, as well as offer my ideas and opinions on the ways in which Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho's thoughts can be utilized in mobilizing student leaders working for
diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice. This essay may not feel as academic in nature
as some, but speaks to my own experience developing young leaders in schools, my
identity as a Korean American daughter of a 60 year long Heung Sa Dahn member,
and an activist in my own right. | have spent most of my career mobilizing and
inspiring student leaders towards growth in the following areas that can be aligned
with or seen through the lens of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's thoughts, teachings and
philosophies:

| Affinity groups and empowering identity development
ll.  Compassionate leadership of service in affinity

Il Leadership that begins with internal character and self-awareness
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IV.  Good character and “Sacred Unity” (allyship) as pillars of social justice-based
leadership
V.  Facilitating brave spaces to ignite social change
VI.  The importance and fragility of democracy
VIl.  Hope and joy as components of the marathon that is activism

VIIl.  Pursuit of impeccable speech

k%

I.  Affinity Groups and Empowering Identity Development

When Dosan Ahn Chang-ho developed community organizations of like-minded
individuals with a common set of values and principles, what we would call such
groups today is “Affinity Groups.” Affinity groups can be defined as a gathering of
people with a shared identity, for example, race, ethnicity, religion, gender identity,
etc... Affinity groups are for individuals who identify as members of the group and
can speak to the experience of being a member of this group from the “I"
perspective. We self-segregate into unofficial affinity groups naturally, whether it is
based on one of the above factors, or purely based on interests or values. In my
work with students over the past three years we have developed race-based affinity
groups to develop leadership skills and self-empowerment in a safe and brave
setting. The three objectives of leadership development in these spaces include:
developing self-awareness, developing awareness of others, and understanding bias,
both implicit and explicit. Dosan Ahn Chang-ho was explicit in his belief in “character
training.” In the affinity groups, students can express shared experiences of
marginalization, stereotyping, microaggressions and in so doing, find their inner
strength through vulnerability, communication, listening, and developing a greater
depth of empathy and unity through this process. | believe that this is similar to what
Dosan Ahn Chang-ho accomplished through Heung Sa Dahn in 1913. If we were to
instill more of the Heung Sa Dahn spirit into our affinity group development at my
institution, | would suggest that Dosan Ahn Chang-ho would have wanted to see

affinity groups more intentionally through a strategic lens. Rather than an operational
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or tactical need to address student support, we would see our affinity groups as
foundational to empowering student voices to move the needle on social justice
outside our insular community. In practice, seeing the establishment of affinity
groups for our school’s most marginalized populations as holding a greater purpose
beyond our community’s needs, and envisioning what that would look like and mean,
would bring in the spirit of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's teachings. This would benefit
seeing our internal work as directly connected to the world outside of ourselves in a
tangible way. Dosan Ahn Chang-ho never thought small or selfishly. His vision was
always for the freedom and independence of all. In this spirit my strongest student
leaders should hold as grand a vision as Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and consider allyship

to others as a core value.

The Asian American identity development model offers yet another lens to see
identity-based awareness as core to human emotional maturity (Kim J., 1981). Kim
laid out a five-pronged model that was based mostly on Japanese Americans, but has
resonance across other East Asian American identities. The stages include: 7he Ethnic
Awareness Stage, The White Identification Stage, The Awakening to Social-Political
Consciousness Stage, The Redirection Stage, and The Incorporation Stage. 70 years
after Dosan Ahn Chang-ho came to California and saw the state of poverty of
environment, spirit, and mind of his fellow Koreans in America, academics were just
beginning to consider the need to understand the development of Asian identity,
specific to living in a white country. In the type of diversity, equity, and inclusion
education | am leading for teenagers today, we continue to go back to Kim's model
to understand the unique nature of being Asians in America, however, if we applied
Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's lens of personal development as a layer on top of Kim's
model, what could be learned? What | am promoting here, is the academic adoption
of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's identity development concepts as counter or in
congruence with existing models that appeared several decades later. For example,

in the second to last stage: Redlrection, Kim describes the following:

" The Redirection stage means a reconnection or renewed connection with one’s
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Asian American heritage and culture. This is often followed by a realization of White
oppression as the culprit for the negative experiences of youth. Anger against White
racism may become a defining theme with increases of Asian American self and

group pride.”

If | were to reconsider this statement with Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's philosophy about
character development, | may replace “Asian American heritage” with “Korean
heritage” and rather than "White" oppression, suffice to say “oppression” by whoever

is holding power. The last stage, 7he /ncorporation, is explained as follows:

“The Incorporation stage encompasses the development of a positive and
comfortable identity as Asian American and consequent respect for other
racial/cultural heritages. Identification for or against White culture is no longer an

important issue.”

This last stage, is one that | see as holding even more congruence with Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho's goal of character training: empowered and self-regulated identity that
comes from within, rather than in contrast to or in comparison to others, even if the
others hold more power, privilege, wealth, etc...Holding Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's
thoughts on identity development as central to political activism and community
organization seems like a natural connection to make, that modernizes the use of his

teachings to potentially feel more relevant to young students today.

Il. Compassionate Leadership of Service in Affinity

When | first read of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's service to his fellow Koreans upon his
arrival to California, it brought tears to my eyes. | believe this to be for two reasons.
First, his heartbreaking dedication to leadership of service, and secondly, his strategic
approach that was rooted in compassion. In teaching students about race, class, and
privilege in the U.S., there is now an academic commitment to discuss the

farmworkers unions, community organizers Cesar Chavez, and Dolores Huerta. Living
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in Sonoma County, an agricultural region, my students are keenly aware of the plight
of the local migrant who is picking grapes under severe climate conditions that have
rapidly changed the landscape of California over the past five years. They see the
systemic racism, classism and negative aspects of capitalism playing out before their
very eyes daily. We discuss it in class. We talk about the bracero program of the
1940's that temporarily allowed work permits to millions of Mexicans who were never
paid, to “ease labor shortages,” and the united farmworkers movement of the 1960's
that led to more labor worker rights for some groups of people. Typically, the
conclusion made by students is that while there has been progress in the rights of
migrant workers, they have no power or privilege and continue to be disempowered,
mistreated, and are seen as disposable by the agricultural industry. In academia, we
approach this topic from a mostly systemic vantage point. We ask: “What are the
systems that allow this to happen?” “Who does this benefit?” We do not tend to
look at individuals being affected but look at the farmworkers as a monolith in need
of policy and laws to have not just a better quality of life, but a fair and humane
quality of life. If Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's teachings and thoughts were applied in the
teaching of this important part of American history, we would examine his approach
of starting with individual care and education as the first step or foundation to create
eventual systemic change. The model of thinking that would place the lens of Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho's approach explicitly alongside, or in conjunction with the following
model of leadership would be as follows:

1. Compassionate Systems Leadership

(https://www.compassionatesystemsleadership.net/)

The model of CSL as laid out by the BC Compassionate Leadership Institute’s
Joanne Schroeder and Pippa Rowcliffe mimics much of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's
approach and | doubt these two Canadian directors of this institute knew anything

related to his work or the work of Heung Sa Dahn. However, if we lay
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SELF
LEADERSHIP

Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's way of working with the Korean farmworkers of the early
1900's in California, the CSL model affirms his methods. | would only add arrows
that would indicate the flow of this cycle with a clear starting point in the green

area of “Leading Relationally.”

SELF
LEADERSHIP

2

Rather than a static model, it is a cyclical and iterative one where with a strong,

character conscious leader can begin at 1 with compassion oriented leadership, this
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will organically move the cycle to stage 2, where the relational leadership of stage 1
continues to infuse and inspire self-leadership in others with less power and
privilege either economically, politically, educationally or otherwise. Leadership
capacity is built within the community in the brave/safe space of affinity in stage 2 to
pave the path for stage 3, which is an eventual system impact to change policy and
power structures that are hurting the most marginalized populations. The layering of
these two models was not hard to imagine. In terms of a modernization of Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho's thoughts and philosophies, or “realistic application” within the
current context of national and global events and movements, | would suggest that
more business leaders and business education leaders at institutions like but not
limited to the Stanford School of Business, Harvard Business School, or the Wharton
School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania take time to look at the real life
application of the above model throughout Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's political and
community organizing career. Currently, Stanford supports The Center for

Compassion and Altruism Research. Their mission and vision is as follows:

“While science has made great strides in treating pathologies of the human mind, far
less research exists to date on positive qualities of the human mind including
compassion, altruism and empathy. Yet these prosocial traits are innate to us and lie
at the very centerpiece of our common humanity. Our capacity to feel compassion
has ensured the survival and thriving of our species over millennia. For this reason,
the Center for Compassion and Altruism Research and Education (CCARE) at Stanford
University School of Medicine was founded in 2008 with the explicit goal of
promoting, supporting, and conducting rigorous scientific studies of compassion and
altruistic behavior. Founded and directed by Dr. James Doty, Clinical Professor of
Neurosurgery, CCARE is established within the Department of Neurosurgery. To date,
CCARE has collaborated with a number of prominent neuroscientists, behavioral
scientists, geneticists and biomedical researchers to closely examine the physiological

and psychological correlates of compassion and altruism.”

While this institute outwardly aligns itself with more medically related study, | would
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make two cases that the incorporation of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's thoughts and
philosophies throughout the coursework at Stanford’s Center for Compassion and
Altruism Research and Education hits both medically related discourse, as well as
therapeutic rhetoric. In the first case, in recent years, more and more bills have been
proposed that define racism and anti-identity politics as a public health crisis. As
reported by Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health:

Since 2019, policymakers from more than 50 American municipalities and three states
have formally highlighted racism as a public health crisis. And on September 3, 2020,
Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) introduced the Anti-Racism in Public Health Act in

Congress.”

The mistreatment of Korean farmworkers and the subsequent squalor of their living
conditions and habits that so troubled Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, was rooted in racism.
The root idea that the lives of Korean workers were of less value than white
Americans and the notion that they would do the work white Americans were
unwilling to do, for less pay and far less respect, is reflective of the racism of the
time, and persists today with Central American migrant workers. | believe what Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho was shocked upon witnessing the state of these Korean farmworkers
and how unhealthy their lives had become on all three levels of the human
experience: physically, mentally, and spiritually. Back in 1900, he saw the health crisis
that was rooted in the bias held by American landowners and policymakers. His
viewpoint is absolutely and completely relevant today, not only with regards to
farmworkers, but all labor workers, be they construction workers, retail store workers,
or even people in direct service positions in social services: jail and prison workers,
etc....His solution was not to fight the bureaucracy. He and his affinity group of
Koreans in the U.S. had too little power and were in too great a minority. Instead, he
focused his efforts on compassionate direct service without any expectation to be
personally compensated or repaid financially or otherwise. | was heart-struck to learn
that he himself went into the impoverished homes of these early Korean immigrants

to clean their floors, their bathrooms and give them the items needed to keep their
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bodies clean. He taught or re-taught them to be aware of food customs that were
very different in the U.S. | cannot imagine this was an easy task. | also imagine at
times it felt futile. But with time, this compassionate service allowed the self-
leadership in these workers to emerge, because they started to respect themselves
and their living accommodations. Why? It is because Dosan Ahn Chang-ho respected
them first. He modeled a respect for their humanity when the white American
landowners saw them as sub-human. They adopted this self-respect and self-
leadership because Dosan Ahn Chang-ho modeled that they were indeed worthy and
deserving of such. In the adjusted model of compassionate system leadership, |
shared above, the central piece that ignites the cycle is relational leadership. Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho was able to act on this stage of the cycle through building trust
through affinity with his fellow Koreans. He saw himself as neither above nor below
them. He merely saw it as his duty to help his brothers and sisters and trusted that
this would someday set the stage for larger, systemic change in America as well as

Korea.

Columbia School of Law Professor, Kimberlé Crenshaw “first publicly laid out her
theory of intersectionality in 1989, when she published a paper in the University of
Chicago Legal Forum titled “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex. The
paper centers on three legal cases that dealt with the issues of both racial

discrimination and sex discrimination: DeGraffenreid v. General Motors, Moore v.

Hughes Helicopter, Inc, and Payne v. Travenol. In each case, Crenshaw argued that

the court’s narrow view of discrimination was a prime example of the “conceptual
limitations of ... single-issue analyses” regarding how the law considers both racism
and sexism. In other words, the law seemed to forget that black women are both
black and female, and thus subject to discrimination on the basis of both race,
gender, and often, a combination of the two" (Coaston, J. 2019). Thirty plus years
later, we are studying intersectionality as early as middle school in some cases, to
teach students how the intersections of identity matter, particularly in the overtly
biased systems that unfairly target people of color, women, and non-binary people.

As | come to understand the early development of the American agricultural
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economies, particularly in California in the early 1900's, | see clear intersections of
identity that Dosan Ahn Chang-ho had to first understand and relate to, and then
find a way to turn into strengths and sources of pride, much the way we do through

social emotional learning curriculum in lower, middle, and high school’s today.

CLASS
RACE

CITIZENSHIP
STATUS

The intersections that resulted in a powerlessness that proved hard to overcome
without the relational leadership of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho were race, class, and
citizenship status. In Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's philosophy, these three areas would also
be seen through the lens of his three key elements of power: money, knowledge, and
trust.

The intersections of less power and privilege in the Korean identity in America at the
time are elements of the living personal, economic and political experience.
Overlaying Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's methods of advancement of the Korean
farmworkers through addressing the lack of privilege and power in these three areas
of identity can be linked to Crenshaw's definition and highly utilized theory of
intersectionality. To make Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's teachings more accessible and
relevant to today's youth who are actively engaged in the discourse and activism

around diversity, equity and inclusion, | wonder about academics focusing on the
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CLASS Lack of money
RACE :
Outsiders
(Koreans) seen
as not to be
trusted. CITIZENSHIP
STATUS

Lack of knowledge of
surrounding culture
and disconnect from
community.

ways in which his theories and strategic plans connect to more modern-day legal
terms like Crenshaw's “intersectionality.” What would Dosan Ahn Chang-ho say about
critical race theory? The Black Lives Matter movement? The Model Minority myth? As
a high school educator, it takes great effort to ensure that the authors as well as
historical figures we are learning about represent a diversity of identities. Except for
ancillary mention of Asian American activists like Yuri Kochiyama or Grace Lee Boggs,
there is hardly mention of Asian figures prominent in the fight for justice in the U.S,

particularly during any period prior to the 1960's.

lll. Leadership that begins with internal character and self-awareness

Dosan Ahn Chang-ho is also credited with tending to the moral beliefs and values of
his fellow Koreans. “Personality is the basis of everything we do,” and “Nothing could
be successful without the ‘personal revolution,” are examples of his tenets. In the
history of the civil rights movement in the U.S., early Black leaders were spiritual and
religious leaders as well as community leaders. Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King
Jr. is most notable, but we could also include Reverend Jesse James, as well as

spiritual/political leaders that are more controversial, such as Louis Farrakhan, the
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American religious leader of the Nation of Islam. The spiritual and personal character
emphasis of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's work should be studied and seen within the
context of other civil rights leaders with similar focus on personal and spiritual
development as tied to political and societal engagement. The bias in western
educational systems usually shows itself in there being an emphasis on questioning
the political motives of leaders who overtly communicate about spiritual character
and that they should be scrutinized and even because of suspicion or at least
skepticism. Rhetoric that is overtly spiritual or religious can often be seen as
controlling. It can even be seen as somewhat “cultish” to speak too overtly about
how one should think, although American politicians do this all the time in more
covert ways with rhetoric that is watered down but still serves a dog whistle for
certain groups. | must admit that in my own research of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and
Heung Sa Dahn, this bias has cropped up in me personally from an emotional and
academic perspective. | have sometimes wondered if one person should have so
much power and say in instructing large groups of people in how to think and act,
even if | agree with the beliefs and values. My American upbringing has always
centered freedom of thought and speech, which is a belief system that would
counter Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's method in some ways as he created schools and
curriculum to “train” personalities for what he believed would be the betterment of
society. | also wondered about the social impacts of those who followed or did not
follow his leadership. When | read his statutes and quotations out of context, as | am
always reading his words in English translation, | feel in agreement. The concern here
is that when | read his words, | accept that there is much lost in translation, and in
most cases, | imagine I'm losing warmth and nuance, as the quotations often sound
stern and controlling, and/or absolute. For example, in one text, Dosan Ahn Chang-
ho is quoted as promoting “personality training.” The translation here likely lacks
depth and neglects that the English reader may interpret this as brainwashing of
some sort. There is a dissonance | am conscious of as an English language reader
and not a Korean language reader. Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's centering of moral
integrity should be taught against the context of other leaders with similar methods

with "nationalist” agendas, even if they are controversial in nature. History and
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Politics courses in high schools such as mine could examine Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's
leadership against the more extreme versions of religious-spiritual-political leaders.
We have much to learn from how these types of leaders can create positive change
in a harmonious way rather than focusing on how they can sometimes ignite the
extreme fringes who are easily impressionable and often very vocal in ways that
promote harm (e.g. xenophobic policies regarding travel bans, anti-Asian rhetoric
during the global COVID-19 pandemic, and anti-democracy demonstrations most
violently expressed at the United States capitol on January 6th, 2021). Understanding
that spiritually minded political and social leaders can be forces of good, would be a
helpful reminder that power in the spiritually devoted is not always dangerous. To do
this well and fairly with regards to Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, a thorough examination of

how his words is translated must be prioritized.

Part of my job as a diversity, equity, and inclusion educator at the independent high
school where | work, is to build capacity in student leaders who are in fairly early
stages of their own identity development. The foundational principle of leading any
meeting or group is what we call: Brave Space Agreements. At the core of these
agreements is a mutual and unified assumption that all members/students will make
a conscious effort to be aware of self and others. As | consider Dosan Ahn Chang-
ho's schools of thought and character building that he created throughout his life, |
wonder how these agreements would be translated to the specific needs of Korean
citizens at the time. As a matter of teaching, in initiating a culture of Brave Space
agreements, drawing connections back to historical activists who made self-
awareness and sound character central value pillars of their work would resonate and
ground student leaders, many of whom feel like lone pioneers in their communities.
The following image is the key slide that is shown at the beginning of every diversity,
equity, and inclusion student meeting, and every affinity group student meeting.
These agreements, | believe, would be welcomed and supported by Dosan Ahn

Chang-ho and Heung Sa Dahn members.
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BRAVE SPACE
AGREEMENTS
Bring your ideas and truth, listen
deeply to others

Expect and Accept Non-Closure

Share air time and work to make
sure all are included

Own and examine your own
blindspots

Confidentiality. Take what you learn
from what's said but don't quote
others.

The rhetoric around activism, be it in academic, social, or even social media-based
settings needs to be accessible, so we ensure all student leaders have as similar an
understanding of the same principles as possible. This being the case, | believe a
commitment to thoroughly going through written work by and about Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho currently in Korean, should be translated with modern sensibilities by
scholars who themselves are fully able to capture the nuances that do not seem to
be present in the material | have come across regarding Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and
Heung Sa Dahn. This would better complete the picture of his commitment to
leadership rooted in internal character and self-awareness by matching the tone of
language and word choice that better represents the spirit of his words. This is a
point of dissonance that needs to be corrected to truly give life to Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho's thoughts and the spirit, belief and values behind them. Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho was known as a talented and effective orator. This is a hallmark of strong
social justice leaders. Losing the eloquence that was present in his speeches due to
dated or sub-optimal translation is an issue that seems easy enough to address to
begin the process of initiating realistic use of his teachings in academic settings as

well as settings focused on community organizing and justice initiatives.
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IV. Good Character and “Sacred Unity” as Pillars of

Social Justice Based Leadership

We have already examined the concepts of good character, character building and
“personality training,” but hand in hand with the concept of “unity,” or “sacred unity,”
Dosan Ahn Chang-ho established the core principles for Heung Sa Dahn. In the spirit
of language having nuance, synonyms for “sacred” include dedicated, venerated, and
revered. In other words, a deeply respected sense of collective unity could be an apt
interpretation of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's words about principles of Heung Sa Dahn.
When | consider how the spirit of this principle of “collectively respectful unity”
resonates with my students who are social justice leaders, the concept of allyship
comes to mind. There are many ways to be an ally, defined by Merriam Webster as:
“...one that is associated with another as a helper; a person or group that

provides assistance and support in an ongoing effort, activity or struggle.”

Allies in current social justice movements include Asians protesting for Black Lives
Matter, and cisgender men and women fighting for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender rights. Allies can be outsiders to a particular affinity group like in the
examples above, but allies can also be the role people embody for each other in
spaces such as my diversity, equity and inclusion groups, student affinity groups, or
early affinity groups like Heung Sa Dahn, who were united for a purpose and who
were at the time marginalized and/or disenfranchised. When | read Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho's words, “Sacred Unity,” | had an impulsive rejection of the word “sacred”
being used as socio-political rhetoric. But if | define “sacred unity” as collective
commitment to allyship, often of folks who hold less power and privilege, my heart
and mind opens to this principle. Currently, on my school campus, student affinity
group leaders of the following groups meet together regularly to support each
other’s groups: LatinX Affinity Group, Black Student Union, Multi-racial Multi Ethnic
People of Color Group, Asian Affinity Group, LGBTQIA+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Agender Plus) Affinity group, and the Jewish Affinity
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Group (includes those who are religiously or culturally Jewish). In addition to
supporting each other as leaders across groups, there are always two leaders within
each affinity group to bring a sense of allyship to at least the group leaders, if the
members are not as far along on their character and identity journeys. The sacred
unity or collective respectful allyship that has been built across these groups has
been affirming to see blossom over the years. The commitment to building capacity
in these leaders has paid off. The students holding these positions have developed in
their own maturity as related to their identities, but also as leaders, orators,
facilitators, and listener-observers. They began their high school careers feeling
disenfranchised, othered, on the fringes, and powerless. Now their voices are
elevated, they respect themselves, and the school community respects their efforts in
leading the diversity, equity and inclusion journey at their collective school. When |
consider each of my student leaders’ individual growth and development, the word
“sacred,” comes back to me in a welcomed way. Witnessing and having a part to play
in young peoples’ moral development is a unique and sacred gift, indeed. Although
Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's rhetoric was theological, from the start, | would imagine that
continually seeing the growth from the seeds he planted through Heung Sa Dahn

and other methods, would make him a deeply faith-filled person.

V. Facilitating brave spaces to ignite social change

One of Heung Sa Dahn'’s goals and objectives is that: One shall practice love; love
others as yourself; develop a community where love and compassion flourish.
Without using the word “love” per se, which is challenging to use in school settings
in the U.S., my student leaders have practiced the above principle of creating
community that at its core, is rooted in the belief that belonging creates a sense of
safety, which is essential to communities where all members thrive. Independent high
schools in the U.S. are PWI's, white institutions, so belonging is most elusive to those
students, faculty, and staff who do not identify racially as white, but identify as POC,
people of color. Creating a space where all are loved, and all belong is challenging.

We can start the process through the establishment of DEI, (diversity, equity, and
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inclusion) leadership councils where students elect to take my course in group
facilitation and leadership of diversity, equity, inclusion and justice focused student
groups. The following chart shows the process by which to reach a point where
compassion is a widely held value by all members of the community, which does
indeed, connect to Heung Sa Dahn's objective of creating communities based on

principles of compassion and love.

COMPASSION

SETTING CLEAR
BOUNDARIES/EXPECTATIONS

COMMUNICATION/ LISTENING SKiLLS

This diagram shows the foundational aspects of establishing such spaces that | review
in my curriculum. Here one can see that the foundation is fine-tuned communication
skills that include active listening. Next comes the ability to set boundaries and
expectations of the individuals and the group, and lastly, once the group can be seen
and felt as a safe container, empathy and compassion are natural outcomes. Another
way to visualize this is an iceberg, where empathy and compassion are what is visible
and underneath the water line is the work and learning required to hold and
maintain such empathy and compassion. As | consider how Dosan Ahn Chang-ho
would scaffold his curriculum for student leaders today, | feel a profound assurance
that he would not skirt away from the word “love,” in Korean or English. In a non-

religious educational environment, teachers are under a microscope of scrutiny
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regarding language and content in the classroom. In my own personal experience at

high school aged levels, teachers and administrators talk around words like “love” by

non non

using terms like “compassion,” “empathy,” "kindness,” and “care.” If | were to create a
lesson around Heung Sa Dahn's objective of “developing a community where love
and compassion flourish,” | would be curious to know how students’ would interpret

this as pertinent or irrelevant to their work as leaders and allies in this space.

VI. The importance and fragility of democracy

On January 6th, 2021, Americans were stunned by the brazen actions of fringe, far-
right insurrectionists storming the Capitol. They were violently demonstrating the
election of Joe Biden as the president to succeed Donald Trump. Everyday Americans
had never seen anything like this in our lifetime. It was frightening, deeply disturbing
and a gut punch of the reality that our democracy is reliant on the belief that people
believe in it and respect its rules. Some people feel that we came extremely close to
losing American democracy that day, and with it, our national and personal identities.
| can only imagine the feelings Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and his fellow Korean citizens
felt when their democracy and national identity was stripped away from them in
1910, not to be regained until 1945. If Americans had lost our democracy back in
2021, what would be the responsibility of our student groups to create spaces where,
like Heung Sa Dahn, those “aspiring for democracy could remake oneself by
developing and adopting the values, virtues and morals befitting a modern
democratic citizenry” (yka.org.kr). My student groups have taken for granted that
democracy exists, even if they acknowledge the gross inadequacies of our
government to have a truly equal democracy for all Americans. Providing Heung Sa
Dahn as a case study for our students as a direct response to the Japanese
colonization and their full-on war against Korean culture and traditions, would be an
intellectual and relevant exercise against the backdrop of events that occurred on
January 6th, 202. Heung Sa Dahn'’s overarching awareness of the delicate nature of

democracy is validated by American civil rights leader, John Lewis, when he wrote:
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“Voting and participating in the democratic process are key. The vote is the most
powerful nonviolent change agent you have in a democratic society. You must use it
because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it.” It's almost as if he knew the future. He
wrote those words on his deathbed in July of 2020, six months before the

insurrection.

When learning about the Israel and Palestine conflict in American schools, we often
ask students to consider the psychological impact of being from a country that no
longer exists. We ask students what it means to have your homeland disputed, and
your identity negotiated or erased as a result. For most, it is inconceivable. Empathy
is hard to grasp onto in these conversations because the experience is so utterly
foreign. It was not foreign to Koreans in 1910, nor is it now. Koreans, in my
experience, are keenly aware of the delicate nature of their democracy and therefore
their existence. When learning about the Korean war, Americans also feel distance, or
lack of empathy, even though many relatives and ancestors may have fought in this
war. To consider the annexation of half a nation to an authoritarian dictatorial rule is
unfathomable. Teachers like me can consider bringing in these real-world examples,
including the response by leaders like Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, and his philosophy
surrounding the rebuilding of democracy and national and cultural identity for
Koreans. After the insurrection of the U.S. Capitol, the window for understanding how
to appropriately respond if we were to lose our democracy, has widened. This is in
many ways a sad realization, but an important one, nonetheless. One would hope the
Capitol insurrection, and the fact that our democracy remained intact, is still a
cautionary tale to those for whom the fall of democracy would affect most: our

children.

The International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance provides the
following conceptual framework of The Global State of Democracy in version 3 of
their technical procedures guide titled “The Global State of Democracy Indices” (C.
Tufis, 2019).
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Figure |.1. The Global State of Democracy: Conceptual framework
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This framework succinctly lays out the concept that every constellation of circles

(attributes of democracy) must function so as not to overwhelm the “Checks on

Government,” which is only as just as the people who are working in the spheres of

media and the judiciary branches. Students should be asked to imagine every circle

in this framework imploding. Where would community leaders need to start, at their

own risk, to rebuild democracy? If it were me, | might suppose “civil liberties,” as did

Dosan Ahn Chang-ho. After students are asked to consider this reality, Dosan Ahn

Chang-ho's strategy can be explored, investigated and ultimately translated to the

present day. The glaring case study currently, would of course be Ukraine.
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Throughout this essay, | have lauded Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's strategic choice to start
with the personal, the internal strength of character. But in reflection, at the time,
there may have been no other choice. Regardless of this, his success in this approach
should be studied and seen as a source of hope in times where citizens have been
stripped of their freedoms, rights, and dignity. The dangerous tipping point that
Dosan Ahn Chang-ho was witnessing before his eyes is the gradual and eventual
self-adoption of the belief that certain individuals (Koreans) were not worthy or
deserving of such rights. Examples of this psychological phenomenon can be seen
throughout American history and is examined in scholarly articles like Bertram Wyatt
Brown's paper entitled: The Mask of Obedience: Male Slave Psychology in the Old
South, published in American Historical Review (1988). In this paper, Wyatt Brown
purports that there “is a conflict within his own personality; he recognizes himself as
inferior,” (p. 22). Upon arriving in California and seeing his fellow Koreans, Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho saw a similar phenomenon happening when he witnessed the ways in
which Koreans were living and behaving due to their indentured servant-like
conditions. Essential questions that could guide related lessons could be phrased in
the following ways: What does democracy truly mean when it only benefits those
with privilege and power? Can it be called as such if for the individuals it
disenfranchises and marginalizes, the effects are just as harsh as the complete
dissolution of democracy (as occurred in Korea over 100 years ago)? What does it
mean to be a truly democratic state for the nation as well as the individual? How is
national culture tied to human culture? The guiding question in our world history and
overall humanities arm of my school is: “"How does geography shape culture?” As an
add-on, in my classes, | could beg the antecedent question: “What shapes
geography?” Short yet profoundly poignant answers could include climate change
and global warming, slavery, war, genocide, xenophobia, power imbalances, economy
and more.

VIl. Hope and joy as components of the marathon that is activism

Given the chronic state of both existential and pragmatic crises over the years, most
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notably exemplified by the global COVID-19 pandemic, it is easy to lose hope. How
do we inspire young people to carry on the fight for independence and justice for all
(not just those already in power), communicate the seriousness of this pursuit, whilst
also being careful not to inadvertently create cynicism or zap joy or belief in progress
or change. The lift cannot feel so heavy that hope is hard to reach, and the joy of
community organizing becomes elusive. This is where | believe Dosan Ahn Chang-
ho's rhetoric that was spiritual in nature, uplifted Koreans who had lost hope in their
country, and therefore themselves. The positive nature of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's

statement below (that is translated into English) is palpable:

“As the entire Korean nation believes in the independence of Korea, Korea will
become independent. If the world's justice wants the independence of Korea, it will
become the independence of Korea. Since Heaven commands the independence of
Korea, Korea will surely become independent.” In reviewing notable quotes of Dosan
Ahn-Chang-ho, a scholar could categorize and isolate quotations that are positively
and joyfully charged in nature, to give example of rhetoric that can invigorate the

seriousness of a pursuit of justice, without being solely grave in tone.

Another examples is as follows:

“I really do not want Japan to fall, but to be a good country. It will never be in
Japan'’s interest to violate the neighboring country of Korea. Rather than forcing 20
million people to include a grudge among the people, it would be a good thing for
Japan to have 20 million people as a neighbor. Therefore, asserting the independence

of Korea is for the peace of the East and even the welfare of Japan.”

This positive framing of Japan is truly remarkable given the circumstances, but rather
than add to the darkness of despair, it brings a light to the humanity of Japan and
the possibility and vision of being neighbors that mutually benefit from each other. In
this quote, Dosan Ahn Chang-ho chooses to take the long view on Eastern global

political relations, rather than a myopic and antagonistic one. Every civil rights leader
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must communicate hope that even if we do not make progress in our own lifetime,
we must see the act of protest, the act of organizing or the act of training our own
personalities and leadership capacities as worthy acts of social justice in and of
themselves- that even if the projected outcomes are not laid out in our favor, the
procedures and practices that ultimately construct activist work, are just as important
as work that produces short-term wins. American political leader and LGBTQ+ activist,

Harvey Milks is quoted as saying:

"Hope will never be silent.”

In other words, activism is hope, and hope is activism. In the case of my students,
and in the case of Heung Sa Dahn'’s early members, the leadership of the group
provided methods of self-directed and self-focused activism that was truly an act of
hope and rooted in a belief that eventually, progress would come, if not in our own

lifetimes, in lifetimes to come.

When respected civil rights leaders pass away, a good portion of the world grieves.
Many civil rights leaders of the 1960's, such as John Lewis, are now elderly and have
passed on. Women's rights leaders like Ruth Bader Ginsberg, also have passed on,
leaving holes in the fabric of social justice advocates that have garnered a significant
level of power and privilege as related to the ability to fight injustice. Their parting
words of advice have usually included words about keeping on in the fight to end
injustice, because it is one that has spanned centuries. John Lewis left us such advice
in an opinion editorial for the New York Times that went to print on the day he
passed, July 17, 2020:

“You must also study and learn the lessons of history because humanity has been
involved in this soul-wrenching, existential struggle for a very long time. People on
every continent have stood in your shoes, through decades and centuries before you.
The truth does not change, and that is why the answers worked out long ago can

help you find solutions to the challenges of our time.”
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John Lewis was adamant in his call to action, and shares that our actions are but one
part of what has long since existed, and will continue to be one that is everlasting
and ever ongoing. Towards the end of the essay, he also urges us to be the
generation that has finally laid down “the heavy burden of hate.” Student activist
leaders knowing their place in history alongside the likes of John Lewis, Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, or of course Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, hopefully invites a sense of hope that

they are not alone presently, nor historically, in the battle for equality.
When considering the type of social movement Dosan Ahn Chang-ho created, his
efforts clearly fall into the transformative/revolutionary quadrant of sociologist David

Aberle’s social movement quadrants.

Aberle’s types

Total Change Partial Change
Individual Redemptive Alterative
Change (religious sects) (personal
improvement)
Social Change Transformative Reformative
(revolutionary, (specific issues)
millennial)

Such transformative and revolutionary change requires a long runway, although he
had always hoped for as short a path to change as possible. The American high
school cycle is four years long if the student graduates on time. Seeing gradual
change that exceeds a four-year period to fruition is impossible for students who
graduate and typically move away from their hometowns to pursue their college

education.
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Working towards and hoping for change that one will never see is a lesson that is
taught early in my activism clubs and courses. | constantly tell my student leaders
that success is not measured in numeric outcomes of any kind, or in the creation of
policies or practices only. It should be measured through analysis of the perception
and feelings of belonging, inclusion and equity. That is sometimes the only tangible
way for student leaders to see incremental growth that matters in the day to day
lives of their friends and classmates, if DEI initiative timelines or runways exceed a
four-year timeline. Due to this, constant inspiration and motivation is necessary.
Inspiration can be found in the present-day actions and words of leaders, but also
can be found historically, in even tougher times. Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's efforts to
rebuild the identity of Koreans after the Japanese colonization of Korea should be

one such example.

At my current institution we did develop methods of inquiry and data visualization to
share with our community the perception of equity and inclusion among our student
body. This drives the areas of inquiry and action we pursue as an institution moving
forward. Such methods are easy through Google forms, data studio and excel
spreadsheets these days. Surveying is as easy as an email and five minutes of clicking
from a menu of Leichhardt scales that signify levels of agreement. In the early 1900’s
it wasn't so easy. To understand the zeitgeist of the community and to have one’s
finger on the pulse of society, one had to be engaged, present, and in community.
Thus, the necessity for the various schools and community organizations Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho founded, even if for nothing else, to act as a bellwether or temperature
gauge. Imagine how progress over time, visualized, could inspire and inculcate hope
in the communities of suffering Koreans at the time until 1945 finally arrived. Below
you can see various charts from my current community’s data collection regarding

students’ sense of inclusion and equity.
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Statement 1: | feel connected to my school community.

Dark Creen: Always, Strongly Agree, or Yes
Light Green: Often or Agree

Yellow: Sometimes or Neutral

Orange: Rarely or Disagree

Red: Never, Strongly Disagree, or No

Statement 2: So far this school year, | feel different/other in this community.

Dark Green: Always, Strongly Agree, or Yes.
Light Green: Often or Agree

Yellow: Sometimes or Neutral

Orange: Rarely or Disagree

Red: Never, Strongly Disagree, or No
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Statement 3: | feel safe expressing my opinion, even when | am in the minority.

Dark Green: Always, Strongly Agree, or Yes
Light Green: Often or Agree

Sometimes or Neutral
Orange: Rarely or Disagree

Red: Never, Strongly Disagree, or No

Statement 4: | see parts of myself reflected in school program (books read in

class, lessons, theatre productions, etc..).

Dark Creen: Always, Strongly Agree, or Yes
Light Green: Often or Agree
Sometimes or Neutral
Orange: Rarely or Disagree
Red: Never, Strongly Disagree, or No
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In total, we asked 12 questions and a set of identifier questions to better understand
how certain groups felt against the entire student body as a whole. Again, all with
the purpose of measuring progress over time, and to see if the tiny things were
doing, even if we weren't seeing tangible results, were reflected in the overall data of
the inclusion survey. This measure served, over the course of two years, to allow our
leaders to see that while the results of their hard work might be hard to grasp,
something positive is indeed happening in our student body as related to equity,
inclusion, and ultimately the feeling of belonging. Without similar tools, Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho relied on communication that was clear, respectful, fierce, and consistent.
He urged Heung Sa Dahn members to seek the truth and respect reality. This is the
underlying principle of my school’s inclusion survey and resulting data dashboard.
Seek the truth, respect it, and act on what you are seeing. That principle alone as
motivation for data collection, regardless of method, is powerful and should be
attributed to Dosan Ahn Chang-ho to give credit to his language around why we

must personally seek data, and to not seek it as purely an institutional exercise.

VIIIL. Pursuit of impeccable speech

Dosan Ahn Chang-ho preached integrity, honesty and sincerity. If one is to uphold
and elevate these values, it comes to cross that one must be impeccable in these
areas in speech and language. Understanding and using correct terminology, labels
and vocabulary for various identities is something that is worthy of our effort,
particularly as related to marginalized racial groups and transgender and gender
non-binary people. Early in our curriculum, student leaders in the diversity, equity and
inclusion group are educated by their peers regarding their preferred pronouns (e.g.,
she/her; he/ him; they/them, and more if we include neo-pronouns). By prioritizing
the correct gendering and labeling of folks in the minority we are expressing that we
see them, they are just as valuable as the majority, and they are worthy of being
identified in the ways that affirm their own sense of identity. In this way, as Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho implores us to do, we are sincere in our efforts of inclusion and

“sacred unity.” The Trevor Project, a non-profit organization to support Lesbian, Gay,
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Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer + identifying teens administers a teen mental
health survey yearly, as do other organizations like The Campaign for Southern
Equality In these surveys, the data resoundingly points to the need to include,
respect, acknowledge LGBTQ+ identities in our families as well as institutions as a

matter of health and survival.
The following images from The Campaign for Southern Equality’s resource titled:
Supportive Schools for LGBTQ+ Students: A Guide to Policies and Best Practices show

us statistics around LGBTQ+ teen health and survival:

L MANY TRANS YOUTH EXPERIENCE DISCRIMINATION IN THEIR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES J

i et A

My

x WHY IS FAMILY ACCEPTANCE SO IMPORTANT? K

A\ Butonly 27% of trans youth say their families
are very supportive.

Fewer than half (43%) say they have an adult in their
family they could turn to if they felt sad or worried.

00
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Data collected by the Campaign for Southern Equality shows the impact of
supportive families on self-esteem and general health, as well as on statistics related
to suicide and suicidal ideation. Imagine if there were school communities that
prioritized the support of these students. We are beginning this process at my school
through our student leadership, and where we begin is where Dosan Ahn Chang-ho
would have wanted us to: with sincerity, integrity and honesty. For our students we
merely layer this imperative onto our commitments of impeccable communication

and brave space agreements that | discussed earlier in this essay.

Conclusion

| must admit to my beginner level knowledge of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's life and
efforts in the pursuit of re-establishing not only democracy in Korea, but the Korean
cultural identity on a national and more importantly, personal scale. | share many
traits with my father, a 60 year-long committed and highly involved and spirited
Heung Sa Dahn member, that | noticed since | was in middle school. Since | was
twelve years old, | always had a position on the student government at my schools.
Whether it was class president, student body vice president or editor of the high
school newspaper, | couldn’t help but to lead others. | felt called to do so, but | also
always wanted to. My father has also always been a leader in his family, amongst his
friends, and in his alumni organizations, not to mention within Heung Sa Dahn.
Similarly, to my father, even amongst my friends and peers, | have a sense that | am
looked up to for advice, wisdom and direction. | nurtured this part of myself by
studying to get my Marriage and Family Therapist license (MFT) and earning a
master's degree in psychology to become a licensed psychotherapist. Like my father,
| am also deeply committed to my communities. There is a reason why | work in
schools, and it's because of the joy and inspiration | find in multi-generational
communities whose underlying purpose is to create leaders to make the world a
better place. | find motivation in supporting young people to find their voice, develop
their identities, and become allies for those who need it most. My father and | also

share a work ethic that is what has enabled me, a forty-three-year-old mother of a
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five- and six-year-old who works two jobs, to write a thirty-page essay on a topic
that | am only beginning to understand. When | consider our shared personal
positive attributes, | can now, knowledgeably, consider these as similar to those of

Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, and for this realization | am truly proud.

Professionally, | also see links to my work as a diversity, equity and inclusion
practitioner, to that of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, a charismatic leader, yes, but also a
dedicated educator with a compassionate service leadership mindset. Teachers in
America are under-paid, under-valued, and under-respected. Even in independent
schools, we are reaching a point, economically, that only those who don't really need
the income can afford to be educators. This is a dangerous path to go down because
as a matter of survival, all all teachers will eventually be purely hobbyists or
enthusiasts rather than true scholars. Dosan Ahn Chang-ho clearly did not establish
his schools to gain property or earn a good living, in fact, doing such had the
opposite effect. Recalling Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's journey and the “why” behind his
educational commitment to young Koreans, | am inspired and reminded that my
participation in the social justice journey that was established long before | or my
father were born, is through my work as an educator, and any payment in that

regard is truly a blessing and | welcome it.

If | were to change or incorporate three practices next week with regards to my part

in the school’s data, instructional or curricular systems it would be the following.

Curriculum change:

Incorporate the language and historical civil rights and social justice efforts of Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho into my leadership curriculum to both inspire and make connections
between historical and current day issues of human rights and democracy. Show and
establish Koreans as activists which is a counter narrative to the model-minority
myth.

Instructional change:
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Consider ways in which to add student voices and community organizer voices to the
classroom so that students are hearing from multiple perspectives and voices outside
of my own. Consider older generations sharing their experience of social justice
activism either as a participant or an observer. Instill a sense of respect for what older
generations have been through and establish the timeline of activism in a way that

goes both forwards and backwards in time.

Data systems change:

| would create a student team to review the data from our most recent student
belonging/inclusion survey and gather information in focus groups on their thoughts,
analyses and understandings of the student experience. In other words, capture
qualitative data against the quantitative data that we have captured over the past
two years. The spirit behind this would be to use data to promote community and
understanding, and ultimately “sacred unity,” as Dosan Ahn Chang-ho has wisely

asked us to do.

Many young people these days tell me they feel like the world is ending. They do
not wish to have children because they do not feel confident that the world, they
bring them into will not oppress them. They are facing existential crises and
pragmatic ones that range from global warming and fossil fuels to the denigration of
our human faculties to connect with each other peacefully and respectfully after
seeing the deadly 2017 KKK march in Charlottesville, Virginia, and the Capitol
Insurrection in 2021. They look to us, to me, to guide them towards hope and a
possibility for a future that is peaceful and in John Lewis’s words, free of the “burden
of hate.” When | put myself in the shoes of Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, | imagine that it
did feel like the world was ending when the Japanese violently colonized Korea.
People, particularly young people, needed hope, and he was wise enough to
understand that such hope began with leaders like him believing in his fellow

Koreans, and instilling in them self-awareness, respect, and kindness, to move
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forward as a group in the face of uncertainty (at best). | will carry forth this teaching
from Dosan Ahn Chang-ho and through this essay feel invigorated to carry a light for

my students even in the darkest of times.

The original essay contest question is: What is the realistic application of Dosan Ahn
Chang-ho's thoughts? | am torn because the realistic application feels so obvious. His
teachings clearly resonate in my professional and content field on every level, from
leadership development, to self-awareness, to activism education and community
values. The pathway to application in curriculum is easy to imagine and execute. |
want to reiterate the first step is to modernize the English translation of his writing,
and writing about him, Heung Sa Dahn, and the historical context around his
leadership in both the U.S. and Korea. The language must be accessible to young
English readers and currently, this is not the case. Secondly, | would make the case to
raise awareness of Heung Sa Dahn in Asian American Activist organizations that
include high school aged members. Lastly, | would lean on one of Dosan Ahn Chang-
ho's principles of “sacred unity” or in my own words: “collective respective allyship,”
and find ways for Heung Sa Dahn to support other community organizations and
movements like Black Lives Matter. Heung Sa Dahn as an organization can show care,
kindness, and respect for those outside of their affinity, who still share an experience

of historical or current marginalization or in many cases, outright oppression.

When | consider Dosan Ahn Chang-ho's legacy, it's one that invokes those of us who
identify as social justice activists to respond, and respond locally through educational
avenues, and through empowering people of all ages through compassion and
service leadership mindsets. | feel grateful at the end of writing this essay that | now
have a deeper appreciation for Dosan Ahn Chang-ho, but more importantly, a deeper
appreciation of my father's commitment to Heung Sa Dahn and his identity as a
member of this organization. | am humbled by his continual commitment to Dosan
Ahn Chang-ho's ideals, the service he continues to do for his community through
technology support, his artistic woodcarvings, and his dedication to his community

across all generations.
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Resources not listed within text:

e Kim J. (1981) The process of Asian American identity development from Sue, et al.
(1998). Multicultural Counseling Competencies: Individual and Organizational
Development. Sage Productions. Thousand Oaks, CA.

e Coaston, J. (2019) The Intersectionality Wars. Vox.com

e Tufis C. (2019) The Global State of Democracy Indices. International Institute of
Global Democracy and Electoral Assistance

e Wyatt Brown B. (1988) The Mask of Obedience: Male Slave Psychology in the Old

South. American Historical Review

Dorothy Joo Kowal

Experienced Administrator | MA Counseling Psychology | she/her/hers| (415) 609-9233 | dotjkowal@gmail.com

Ditector of Diversity, Equity, Belonging and Inclusion experienced in using an equity and inclusion lens to effectively
influence and create workplace culture, policy, and practice. Proven skills in project management, surveying and data
analysis, professional development training, DEI leadership curriculum development and coaching. Proven
success in building inaugural DEI department, affinity groups, and belonging culture with internal and external
stakeholders

DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY, EQUITY, and INCLUSION 2020-PRESENT
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, and INCLUSION TASK FORCE LEADER 2018-PRESENT
Sonoma Acadeny, Santa Rosa, CA
Provide leadership and guidance to Head of School, Board of Trustees, Administration team re: and DEI strategic
planning and operations.
® Researched, developed, recommended and implemented DEI roadmap to fulfill goals and vision for short and long term.
Incorporate DEI goals into overall organization.
® Design and deliver professional development curriculum to drive DEI concepts, behavioral change competencies.
®  Oversee affinity group development and facilitation.
e Communicate with administrators, trustee’s faculty and staff re: DEI strategy, mission, and operational tactics and methods
of measuring progress.

®  Help cultivate culture of inclusivity and equity in learning/working from home environment during distance learning due to
COVID-19.

e Advise and partner cross functionally with faculty and operational departments in DEI initiatives.
® Review and advise HR practices including employee identity data tracking, recruitment, hiring, onboarding,
® Drive cultural community event planning, communication, marketing,
e Project manage inclusion dashboard data collection, analysis and corresponding report.
DEI CONSULTANT 2020-PRESENT

Coach leadership teams in areas related to diversity, equity, inclusion, and social justice. Clients include independent schools,
parochial schools, and community-based organizations.
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¢ Coach and mentor teams and leaders in best practices and policies regarding race, class, gender
identity, culturally responsive leadership.

*  Tacilitate virtual and in -person professional development training, working with teams to design and
curate programs specific to the needs, goals and challenges of an organization.

PRESENTER/FACILITATOR 2021-PRESENT
California Teacher Development Collaborative, San Francisco, CA
Design and deliver professional development programming for teachers and administrators.
*  Create curriculum related to equity and belonging for virtual formats relevant to participants across the country.
*  Programs include Asian Educators for Black Lives Matter, Centering Equity in College Connseling, APISA Study Group:c
Deconstructing the Model Minority Myth through Our Lived Experience

DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING 2018-2021

Sonoma Academy, Santa Rosa, CA

Guided families in the college admissions process, asserting fit over brand, addressing barriers to access, and

highlighting the individual behind the applicant.
.  Visited colleges and universities to understand current admissions and campus climates.
. Interpreted college admissions data with a DEI lens and presented reports to key stakeholders.
«  Developed and maintained strong relationships with key college admissions decision makers nationally, internationally.
«  Coach and advise students and families regarding college choice and admission based on data and expertise in the field.
«  Report out to internal and external stakeholders regarding college admissions statistics, trends, and predictions.

DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE & COUNSELING 2018

Woodside Priory School, Portola Valley, CA

Oversaw student support teams in areas of academic, social and emotional well-being in grades 6-12 as related
to learning differences, mental health diagnoses, behavioral concerns, and other SEL related concerns

«  Advised school leaders on student wellness initiatives and programming,

«  Researched and presented data regarding teen mental health and intersections of identity.

«  Managed college counseling, academic resource counseling, and social-emotional counseling depts.
«  Provided social-emotional support and on-going guidance and counseling for students.

DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING 2015-2018
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING 2013-2015
Woodside Priory School, Portola 1 alley, CA

DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING/COUNSELOR 2010-2013
Mercy High School, Burlingame, CA

TEACHER, PSYCHOLOGY 2011-2012
Mercy High School, Burlingame, CA

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

SF General Infant Parent Program, intern, San Francisco, CA

La Cheim Therapeutic Behavioral Services of Contra Costa County
New College Community Clinic, San Francisco, CA

Eden Counseling Services, Castro Valley, CA

Private Practice, therapist

EDUCATION and CERTIFICATION

Williams College, BA English

Argosy University / New College of California, MA Counseling Psychology
LMFT (Marriage Family Therapist), California Board of Behavioral Sciences
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CONFERENCE ENGAGEMENTS

National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS Conference) Social Justice Communication Philosophy & Strategy, 2022
NAIS People of Color Conterence, Post Inclusion Dashboard: Becoming a Learning Institution, 2022

EDGENUITY, Panelist, Practical DEI Strategies for Administrators and Leaders, 2021

EDGENUITY, Panelist, Practical DEI Strategies for Teachers: 1dentifying Common Micro-aggressions and Implementing New Strategies to
Foster Inclusion, 2021

NAIS People of Color Conterence, Inclusion Dashboarding, 2021

National Association of College Admissions Counselors INACAC), College Counselors as DEI Change Agents, 2021
Carney Sandoe Women’s (Re)Institute Conference Keynote Speaker, 2021

Carney Sandoe FORUM /Diversity, College Counselors as DEI Change Agents, 2021

ORGANIZATIONS/BOARDS
The Presentation School, Sonoma, CA, Trustee (2021-present)
People of Color in Independent Schools (POCIS) Northern California Board of Directors (2021-2022)

ARTICLES/PUBLICATIONS

Independent School Magazine: Conversation: The power of affinity spaces for Asians, Pacific Isianders, and South Asians Winter 2022
Kiddom.co: Teachers Should Say “Gay”: Supporting LGBTQIA+ Students in the Crosshairs of Anti-Identity Legislation,
2022 Kiddom.co: Supporting First Generation College-Bound Students, 2022

Independent School Magazine: A Non-Traditional Path to Leadership, Fall 2021

Medium: The Self-Gaslighting of An Asian American 2021

Dorothy Kowal Resume 2022
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Island In the Sea

After leaving Jemulpo Port in 1902 and a month-long journey on a steamboat. How
much did they get seasick? Mr. Ahn Chang-ho, who crossed the Pacific Ocean and
saw Hawaii rising like a mountain in the open sea, "It's Dosan!" Ahn Chang-ho

shouted and called his pen name Dosan from then on.

Among the anti-Japanese independence activists who appeared during the Japanese
colonial period, we are closer to Ahn Chang-ho than Seo Jae-pil, Park Yong-man, and
Rhee Syng-man, who were active in  America, because Dosan family and Hung Sa
Dahn (Young Korean Academy) in California even after Dosan dies, can stay around

us.

Dosan is a national educator who aroused hope with confidence as an independence
and enlightenment leader in America, Mexico, China, Manchuria, Maritime Territory
(Primorski kraj), and Korea. Dosan completed the Youth Student Association, Daesung
School, Public Association, New People's Association, Korean National Association,
Heungsadan, and Shanghai Provisional Government Organization. The draft he made
is not an ordinary skill as the format, Chinese characters, and rules faced the
Constitution. Later, Lee Kwang-soo was a disciple, Joo Yo-han was active in the
Young Korean Academy, and Choi Nam-sun was active in the Youth Student
Association, the predecessor of Heungsadan. Dosan not only had excellent power of
speech and writing skills, but also had a warm love in his heart and was
compassionate and had excellent interpersonal relationships as if he loved the

country as a family.

In order to properly understand Dosan's path, | picked up the book{The Scent of
Dosan, Even After a Hundred Years)and read it again. This book is a documentary
that summarized Ahn Chang-ho's life as a pioneer of the independence movement

into 615 pages in 100 years based on published data. The spirit and thoughts of
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Dosan develop step by step, marking about 60 references and quoted parts from

media outlets such as <Shinhan Minbo> newspaper.

The large amount and variety of material is based on major activities rather than
chronological. In the court interrogation statement, we can see his determined will
and unyielding determination when he shouted, “Independent even if | eat,
independent even if | sleep.” As a young man in the countryside, his name began to
be known for his speech along the Daedong River, and his oratory at the Shanghai
Provisional Government New Year's celebration was compared to Fichte's <Addresses

to the German Nation>, and you can feel the heat.

| note a human being, Ahn Chang-ho, who sees a few of the numerous episodes as

tales, as if watching Netflix dramas for a short time these days.

{Dosan Ahn Chang-ho) written by Lee Kwang-soo, can also be purchased as an e-
book. Nowadays, people don't read books as before, because their eyes get worse
due to the use of screens such as smartphones for a long time. | listen through
audiobooks while driving or washing dishes, | feel like I'm listening to old soap

operas.

{The Personality and Life of Dosan) written by Jang Liuk (1895), the impressions of
those who are surprised that Jang Liuk deserves to be called a small Dosan.

To look back on Dosan's life, | sometimes visit the library. At the UCLA library, which
has the largest number of Korean books in America, six North Korean books {With
The Century, 1-6) were found. | knew some of the history of Manchuria and Gando,
but the choice of terms was slightly different. | learned that there was a history of the
anti-Japanese movement in North Korea as well. | was surprised to find that it
contained information about Ahn Chang-ho (masters of speech) and Ahn Shin-ho
(vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Women's Alliance in North Korea).

| went to the USC library after a long time, and there are not many Korean history

books where they had a lot. They are already available on the USC website, so most
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of them appear on the screen. When you type a keyword in an e-book, all related
phrases pop up. The books in the library are becoming more computerized. It is
interesting to see a large frame that enlarged a group photo of early immigrants in
the U.S. hung in the USC library.

If you go to the library of the Korean Cultural Center in Los Angeles, of course, there
are many Korean books. As it plans to expand the electronic system for viewing
books and materials in Korea, the place where you can borrow the most Korean
books in the future. It is nice to see the books of the independence movement in

America on display.

The Central Library has more Korean books than the Koreatown Pio Pico Library. |
borrowed a bunch of anti-Japanese independence movement books from a history
series published in Korea after the cover of the dancer Choi Seung-hee's book

caught my eyes.

While staying at home during the last pandemic, | usually watched history on
YouTube. They left Jemulpo Port to the sugarcane fields in Hawaii and Eneken Farm
in Mexico. Leaving their hometown behind the Japanese colonial rule, crossed the
Yalu River and the Tumen River, and left for the Gando region and the plains of
Manchuria. In 1920, Battle of Bongodong and Cheongsan-ri, the independence army
that fought with poor rifles won but could not counter the bombs fired by the
Japanese army, which were counterattacking, and saw a sad scene where victim

increased.

After liberation, watching the ideological conflict between the nationalist and
communist forces and the 10-part Korean War documentary, the old memories were
revived one by one. While looking at the modern and contemporary history divided
into North and South Korea, | wanted to find a way for Korea to become one in the
teachings of Dosan'’s spirit and thoughts. As an overseas resident, | had to study

Dosan in my way to connect the independence movement to the unification
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movement.

First, Dosan, who was the first Korean couple to immigrate to the United States with
Korean Empire passports and lived for 37 years of marriage, but only together about
10 years. Although there was no airplane, he came three times to the United States
by ship. | was confused about the second record of being active or the third time,

but | tried to organize it this time.

<First visit 1902, 9-1907, 1> 24 years old

From Jemulpo Port, crossing the Pacific Ocean via Yokohama and Tokyo in Japan,
passing Hawaii, Vancouver in Canada, Seattle, and arriving in San Francisco. Dosan
passed the immigration screening with a letter of recommendation written by
Missionary Underwood. Dosan entered the school as an old student. One day, he saw
a ginseng seller wearing a topknot and a student with short hair fighting on the

street. Dosan decided to enlighten the nation.

In 1904, Dosan came down to Riverside and worked on an orange farm in hot
weather with workers from Hawaii. A Korean labor agency was established and the
first Korean village Pachapa camp in the mainland. Over the years, a Korean
community has formed so actively that it is called the Dosan Republic. At that time,
Koreans wrote Habyeon, which means riverside, as Habyeon to make it easier to call
it in Korean. He organized a local association of the Korean National Association.
Dosan traveled between San Francisco and Riverside, established a Public Association

in San Francisco in 1905 and published <Public Newsletter>.

How surprised was the great earthquake in San Francisco in 19067 Seeing that Dosan
sold $1 a bottle of water despite the chaos, it means that Dosan was also talented in
business. To organize and spread the New People's Association, he entered Korea in

1907 on the {Doric} from San Francisco.
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<2nd visit 1911, 9-1919, 5> 33 years old

After the Japanese annexation of Korea, Dosan became an exile, took the Trans-
Siberian Railway, in Saint Petersburg, he met Lee Gap, a comrade of the New
People’s Association. Via Poland to Glesco in England, via Germany, France and
arrived at Ellis Island in New York by {Caledonia} ship. From Chicago, Dosan took the
transcontinental train to San Francisco. In 1915, he became the 3rd president of the
Central General of the Korean National Association. In the same year, he met Jeong
Han-kyung at the Chicago World Expo. In connection with independent leaders in
Los Angeles, they will make efforts to fund independence and visit California to

promote the spirit of independence.

In 1917, Departing San Francisco on the {Mongolia} line, he stopped by Hawaii,
where the fight between Rhee Syngman and Park Yongman, and gave a touching
speech. While staying in Hawaii for three months, he tried to resolve the Korean
National Association dispute between Rhee Syngman and Park Yongman, but the

reconciliation failed due to Rhee Syngman's refusal.

After returning to San Francisco and hearing the news of the miserable lives of
Koreans living there from Park Young-soon, who had escaped in Mexico. From San
Francisco by {San Jose} ship in 1917, Dosan arrived at Manzanillo Port, Mexico. After
Mexico City, it passed through the Yucatan Peninsula and arrived at Merida. Seeing
the Koreans working at Eneken Farm suffer like slaves from being knifed by cactus

thorns, they would have cried over the loss of their country.

He carried out activities such as improving the treatment of Koreans, such as the
Korean National Association, Heungsadan, North America Co. and the establishment
of Haedong School, and made Shin Kwang-hee escape to the United States.

In 1918, he cleared customs in Nogales, Arizona, and arrived in Los Angeles. In 1918,

President Wilson's principle of national self-determination said that the time for
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Korea independence had come, and the Korean National Association decided to send
Rhee Syngman and Jeong Hankyung to Washington and send a petition to the Paris
Peace Conference. This period after entering the country, he works most vigorously

and departs for the Shanghai Provisional Government.

<3rd visit 1924,11~ 1926, 3> 47 years old

Dosan arrives in San Francisco after staying in Hawaii for three days. In his Los
Angeles home, Dosan dug a pond and planted lotuses and willow trees with Hong

Eon, who served in the Young Korean Academy and the Korean National Association.

Starting in Denver in 1925, he met his compatriots scattered throughout the northern
Middle East. After meeting Rhee Syngman in New York and Seo Jaepil in
Philadelphia, Dosan arrived in San Francisco with Jang Liuk after a four-month trip.
Seo Jaepil is invited San Francisco by the National Association and Heungsadan, and

accompanies him to Los Angeles.

In March 1926, before leaving for Shanghai again, he looked up at the sky colored by
the setting sunset with Jang Liuk and sang the Korean National anthem with tears,
feeling that he might not be able to come to the United States again at Wilson
Mountain. What was the sound of the wind through the forest? Dosan took the {SS
Sonoma} from San Francisco to Shanghai. Since then, Dosan had not been able to

come back to the United States where his beloved family lives.

Next, the history of the Heungsadan (Young Korean Academy), which is based on the

Shinminhoe and the Youth Association, a secret association, was also summarized.
In 1913, Dosan founded Heungsadan in San Francisco with Song Jongik and Hong

Eon, and others. The mood was hot with the desire to find the country through the

desperate teachings that Dosan gave to the younger generation as a mentor.
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In 1915, Dosan family and Dahnso (Heungsadan center) moved to the same address
in Bunker Hill, Los Angeles. In 1919, Dosan went to Shanghai to discuss the
organization of Heungsadan in Korea with Lee Kwang-soo and Joo Yo-han. In 1920,
the Suyang Dongwoohoe, a revolutionary party, was organized in Korea, and the
joining question and answer were omitted because it was in line with the overseas

Heungsadan members and the Suyang Dongwoohoe.

According to Dosan's <Letter to Heungsadan companion in America>, it contains the
process of changing the Heungsadan movement from the theory of training skills to
the theory of national revolution according to the times. The Revolutionary Party
should be organized separately to actively train the character of fighters, and the
Heungsadan is a training group, named Suyang Dongwoohoe, which is a powerful
part of the revolutionary spirit. Distribute it to each companion but ask that the

enemy never capture it.

The Heungsadan was discriminated against to the extent that a visitor visa to Korea
was denied during the time of President Rhee Syngman. However, it aims to build a
healthy community society with a spirit based on fostering individual personalities
and a tradition of hand in salute, yellow and red shoulder straps, and the national

anthem verse 4.

Now, as | close the book, | want to pick out seven scenes that are still good to my

mind. If | were a film director, | would like to make a movie.

In 1908. A scene where Dosan takes the third-class ticket and gives the first-class

ticket to Chun-won at a Chinese station;
Chun-won is speechless when Dosan worries about Lee Kwang-soo, saying that the

body search on the train is serious. However, later in Shanghai, Lee Kwang-soo

follows Heo Young-sook to Korea even if Dosan stops him.
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In 1910. A scene Dosan is waiting endlessly under the moonlight for a ship heading

to Shanghai on the blue waters of the Huangpu River.

The Korean Empire has already been disadvantaged of diplomatic rights due to the
Eulsa Treaty. Dosan has received a visa in China, which it hurriedly landed on the
lighthouse of island after learning that the ship stops by Japan. It is sad that it has

lost our homeland.

In 1912. A scene Dosan is carrying cement tied to his back at the Panama Canal

construction site;

Dosan combines $300 he collected through labor and the Ahn Hye-ryun sent sweetly.
Dosan sent it to Lee Gap, a colleague who is struggling with an illness. When Lee

Gap received it, he cried.

In 1913. A scene where Dosan goes to meet Cho Byung-wook, who cannot come
because Cho has no travel expenses, at a farm in Northern California, and shook

hands with each other;
Cho Byeong-wook was frustrated by the insincere answers of independence activists
Rhee Syngman and Park Yongman in Hawaii. However, he surrendered to Dosan who

came directly to the farm in Northern California and joined the Heungsadan.

In 1917. A scene of stopping by Hawaii and speaking in front of a compatriot divided

by Rhee Syng-man and Park Yong-man's dispute;

Impressed by Dosan's appeal to unite and go out together in harmony, the Koreans

gather around Dosan and want to stay together.

In 1927. A scene where Kim Sung-joo (Kim IlI-sung) asks Dosan, who is speaking at

the current situation in Gilim;
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Fifteen-year-old Kim Seong-ju (1912), who came to listen to Ahn Chang-ho's fluent
speech with Oh Dong-jin, a student at the Daesung School founded by Dosan, asks
questions about armed struggle, although good at developing skills. As soon as the
speech is over, Kim Seong-joo takes the lead in a rescue movement to save Do-san,

who is imprisoned in Gilim Prison.

In 1937. Everyone was shaking in the cold weather in Seodaemun Prison, and DDT

white disinfection powder was sprayed on the body and covered;

Followers, who were brought to the Suyang Dongwoohoe, wondered what kind of
expression Dosan would make, but they were comforted by seeing Dosan walking

confidently even in the cold.

The celebration of the 815 National Liberation Day in 2022 had the joy of getting out
of the Japanese colonial period just like escaping the pandemic. Every event featured
a dance drama in which the Korean flag was held while wearing a white jacket and
black skirt. The tenor's roaring song, who played the role of Dosan, led the mood of

Dosan by appearing at every major town event.

The Korea Fantasy Symphony at Disney Hall is the best. This music flow into the
lyrical melody of the eastern country expressing the rivers and mountains of our
peaceful motherland, and then leads to the sad melody that resists outside intrusion
and Japanese imperialism. Finally, the entire chorus energizes up to the 4th verse of
the national anthem which aspires for freedom. The East Sea and Mt. Baekdu... The
finale ends with a magnificent symphony. The music touches our heart throughout
the 30-minute performance time.

The national anthem was sung as a Scottish folk song in the past. However, it was
inserted into the Korea Fantasy composed by Ahn lk-tae in 1935. Ahn lk-tae
conducted the national anthem at the Korean National Association in San Francisco

in 1936. Then he stopped by the Heungsadan Dahnso in Los Angeles, conducted the
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nearby Korean National Association and at the Korean Church in New York in 1940.
Ahn Chang-ho (1878), Ahn Jung-geun (1879) and Ahn lk-tae (1905) were from
Pyongyang, and Ahn lk-tae may have believed in the lyrics of the national anthem
Ahn Chang-ho. Although it was released under the name Yoon Chi-ho, Dosan is a
good lyricist. It is acceptable because Dosan wrote the lyrics for the Patriotic song
and Korean Peninsula song. Our descendants will be immersed not only in BTS songs
but also in the turbulent melody of Korea Fantasy. This year's Liberation Day also saw

this wonderful music and chorus at Disney Hall.

There was a highlight event of the Dosan Musical on the stage in front of Radio
Korea, where a promotional event for the Paul Getty Museum was held. | clenched
my fists as | remembered the chorus of slaves singing up and down the gray stairs in
harmony as the mood of a large-scale musical with a large number of people
blended with the green grass under the blue sky. | wouldn't be the only one who

decided to go to the whole musical.

In 2019, the musical commemorated the 100th anniversary of March 1st, first in
Riverside and then in Los Angeles' Ebell Theater, then skipping the pandemic. In
2022, it performed at the La Mirada Theater in Orange County. It is a live history
education because not only Dosan but also the patriotic people who sacrificed their
lives for the independence movement during the gloomy Japanese colonial rule. All
the cast members were dynamic, so | felt that the developed Hallyu (Korean Wave)
influence was reflected in the work. When the scene of the March 1st independence
movement that unfolded in the play, tears rolled down my cheeks at the strong

shouts of Manse (Hurray!) and gunshots.

| couldn't miss the newspaper article about Dosan, even chasing events like this,

while the wave of Dosan happens in America.

Although the Dosan Post Office has been demolished, | miss the portraits on the

wall. When and where can we meet again? | think of Dosan and live overcoming
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difficulties whenever | face challenges.

The Heungsadan Dahnso is a newspaper headline and is looking forward to the next

public hearing. If something is related to Dosan, | must diligently pursue it.

When reading the article on the promotion of the Dosan Memorial Hall, | remember
going to the group bus a few years ago, seeing the statues of Dosan, Gandhi and
Rev. King, and touring Pachapa Camp next to the railroad tracks. When will the

memorial hall begin? Riverside is now felt as a suburb of Los Angeles.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day in January and Lincoln Washington President Day in
February are federal holidays in the United States. As a California holiday, there is
Cesar Chavez Day in March, and we have ‘Dosan Ahn Chang Ho Day’ on November
9th. It is the birthday of Ahn Chang-ho. In 2019, commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the March 1st Movement, the establishment of the Provisional
Government of the Republic of Korea in 1919 and the 140th anniversary of Ahn
Chang-ho Day's birthday were enacted. There was an opportunity to inform

foreigners of Dosan.

2023 marks the 120th anniversary of immigration. The memory of Dosan, which |
have known since the time of the 100th anniversary of immigration, opened my eyes
wider than before as | wrote this article. | follow and listen to the precious memories
of the people around me, and when | enter a conversation about Dosan, the mood is
energized. The next generation also blink their eyes with curiosity, saying that they
are proud of the independence activists who fought for Korea. How will Dosan,

looking into the future, view this era?
Lastly, | conclude this article by the memories about the four books written by co-

authors and Heungsadan Dahn-woo, Yoon Byung-wook who published {The Scent of
Dosan, Even After a Hundred Years) (2015).
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1.{Korean American Society and Independence Movement)(2003): | didn't have
any hobbies in history because | did not want to memorize the chronological
history of the past. However, | ran into the independence movement in 100 years
which began with 102 ancestors who came aboard the {Gallic} in 1903. It was

interesting to find immigration roots in America through this book.

I found a country outside the country) (2006): The conflict between Ahn
Chang-ho, Rhee Syng-man, and Park Yong-man and various statistical data are
interesting. | was particularly interested in the distribution of wages and sweat-
collected independent funds from Hawaii sugar cane fields, Riverside orange

farms, and Mexican cactus farms.

{Korean American Legacies) English version (2007): The ‘Korean American Day’
ceremony at the Capitol in Washington D.C, | distributed this book on the event
of the anti-Japanese independence movement and the centennial project of
immigration throughout the United States from 2003. On the back of this book
with portraits of active people, published books, and promotional brochures are

eye-catching.

I want to live in your heart)(2008): Wherever Dosan went in the world, we can
see the footsteps of Dosan with a collection of letters sent to his wife . In those
days, it was difficult to write, letters written to my beloved Hye-ryeon, and to my
children, love with guidelines for daily life were delivered. Even if it were hard, she
would have been able to endure the joy of raising five children who grew up well

and a reliable husband. Now Dosan is alive in my heart.
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THE AHN FAMILY RESIDENCE
This house was residence to the wife and five
children of Ahn Chang Ho (1878-1938),

Korean patriot, educator, social reformer and

THE AHN FAMILY RESIDENCE

statesman. Ahn and his wife Helen were the
first Koreans to legally immigrate to America
as a married couple. They arrived in San

Francisco in 1902, moved to Riverside in 1903

and then to Los Angeles in 1914,

While his family remained in Los Angeles, Ahn relocated to Shanghai to serve as a
minister in the newly formed Korean Provisional Government following the March 1,
1919, uprising. Mrs. Ahn and her children (Philip, Philson, Susan, Soorah and Ralph)
lived in this house from 1937 to 1946. Their home served as a central gathering place
for the early Korean American community (it is estimated that 80% of the community
lived within a mile of USC). It was also here that the family learned of Ahn's death in

1938 and Korea's liberation from Japanese colonial rule in 1945.

The house was originally located southwest of campus when USC purchased and

incorporated the structure during a period of campus expansion in the 1980s. It was
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moved to this location in 2004 to house the Korean Studies Institute and given

historic status by the city of Los Angeles for its American Foursquare architectural

style.
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008/3675 . J Q [Contlnued]

%o+ {oat bived]
quastions regarding the government of the nitod Statea?

B0 B i o oo o dhe ghisetan o vin et Sigeds » e questions regarding the government of the

do you think 1% fs all right as it s or showld 1t be chsnged in any Wsye
4s 7ar as I oan see sbout the imerliocan Government I couM fimd mo feult,

In the addresses which you have zade did you at my time adwocate radloal U 't d St t
changes in the Government of the United H3ates? nl e a eS?
Nover ~ I kuow o reason for It.

I3 there an sssocistion oalled the Korean Natlonsl Assoéiation?

Yeos.

For what purpose Was that orgenized, A. NO.
70 help the Koreans to halp each others

Is thip Korean Fatimal Asscoistion at azy time endeavoring to influence

the policy of the GOvernment Of the United StatesY

:‘;u you any ensmlies in the United States that you know off Q- Are you at a” interested in the

80 far as I know I have 10 engmies, There might be some Xoreans who dlslike
ny aotivities. . .
i y 1 purpose ing to the United Stakes this last timey G f h U dS _ h
T4 souie Do sovared’ In iren dicraraat wages Piratuie see my factlyy Soaendy overnment ot the United States - that Is
to Investigate educatlional work of this country (For the poor atudents - so
i they oould Work part tine axd go to school yart time} I have alwsys beenm
| ted in educatiop-work., I had been principsl of sohools in Xorsa; M . M . M M
Fhird, via(eidg old Primda. g do you think it is all right as it is or should

Wnst feuily have you here?
Wife, one brother, two sons mud two dsughters.
Whers are your wife and children at the presect time? t b h d .

goles, 106 ¥1 .
g: ::"; :;'xo.. m‘.’:?f? stay in the United 3tstes befors seturning %0 I ec ange In any Way
Sharghai?
&:gnnuy 1 imtended to stay for eight months but I would like to stay until

|t Sy, povié g ot wheaion of i gned, (he e A Ag far gs | can see about the American

e 2P Oheter &2

> erere

i Government, | could find no fault.
Q. In the addresses which you have made
z\ did you at any time advocate radical
changes in the Government of the United

States?

A. Never - | know no reason for it.

Q. Is there an association called the Korean National Association?

A. Yes.

Q. For what purpose was that organized.

A. To help the Koreans to help each other.

Q. Is this Korean National Association at any time endeavoring to influence
the policy of the Government of the United States?

A. No.

Q. Have you any enemies in the United States that you know off

A. So far as | know | have no enemies. There might be some Koreans who dislike
my activities.

Q. What was your real purpose in coming to the United States this last time?
A. It could be covered in three different ways: First, to see my family: Second,
to investigate educational work of this country (For the poor students so
they could work part time and go to school part time) | have always been

interested in education work. | had been principal of schools in Korea;
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Third, visiting old friends.

Q. What family have you here?

A. Wife, one brother, two sons and two daughters.

Q. Where are your wife and children at the present time?

A. Los Angeles, 106 Figueros.

Q. How long do you intend to stay in the United States before returning to
Shanghai?

A. Originally, | intended to stay for eight months but | would like to stay until
next January, providing | get an extension of time granted. (I have permission to

remain eight months).
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A True Patriot of Korean Independence

Pyong Chun Kim

[1. A Peasant]

A true Patriot of Korean independence Dosan Ahn Changho was born on Nov. 12,
1878, and he died at age 61, on March 9, 1939.

He was a second son, and he had a brother and a sister. He was born on a tiny
island called Dorong Island located at the eastern estuary of the Daedong River in
greater Pyongyang city. His father had been a poor sharecropper but dared to move
to the small island and fortunately gained his farm and the second son. Their house
with mother was well kept. After several years of farming, his parent’'s noticed Dosan

was growing fast and extremely smart.

They sent him to a traditional private school where a fusty old man teaches proverbs,
social manners, poems, and literary skills. Dosan asked his teacher for leads on
people who might have books to lend. Once Dosan got a letter of introduction,
Dosan asked his parents for a day off from working the farm plus ferry boat fares.
Then Dosan went to Pyongyang city to find the book lender as addressed by the

teacher.

At the time, most books were either printed in Japanese or Japanese books printed
in Chinese. Books printed in Korean were made in Korea. Often Dosan had to bite
the bullet and remind himself of an old maxim, “A good farmer does not complain
about the land.” All in all, his parents could see that Dosan was reading many books
in winter - even in the farming season Dosan read after farm work in the evening

under an oil lamp or candlelight.
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In the last stretch of his monthly journey to the city, Dosan dropped by a store and
bought 10 cookies and inserted them in a book bundle. This was a precious treat
since sugar was imported from China and expensive. So, he gave two cookies (Yak
Kwa) to his sister. After this side trip, Dosan the happy farm boy finally arrived at
Pyongyang city proper.

He encountered a big battle - modern ordnance including machine guns, cannons,
and armored cars, and was shocked and fell. Explosions and bloody divots were

everywhere for a few days. His book lenders were nowhere to be found.

Dosan had never even been close to a fight before. On his island, the battle was
fought between the Chinese (Ching) army and the Japanese army and what's more
two Korean divisions fought each other killing fellow Koreans with one division
fighting for the Chinese and the other siding with invading Japanese and creating a

great crisis. Later radio news reported that the Japanese side won the city.

According to a tabloid Dosan read, the Chinese, Russians, and Japanese were all
hawks and trying to colonize the Korean Peninsula, seeing a good step ladder into
the Pacific Ocean or Asian continent. Thus, they called for Korea to be strong enough
to be independent. Dosan after the battle found himself angry. He mulled over that
crisis. According to the analysis of Dosan, the crushing defeat of China discouraged

the corrupt Korean King and he failed to get the support of Koreans.

Meanwhile, Japan was encouraging Koreans to be a buffer against Russia and China.
Dosan thought it was a fortunate time to educate Koreans to be smart and be
united; to be industrial and physically and militarily strong allowing mutual respect
minus war. For that Korea needed cool scientists and proficient leadership. He
thought of his successful experience of providing good seed selection to give water

and care for many good harvests.

For that Dosan believed he needed more wisdom. Dosan left his beloved farm and
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left for Seoul. Dosan went up to Seoul, the capital city of the kingdom of Chosun
(Korea) when his age was nearing 20 years. He went to further his education and

aspired to be a good leader for all Koreans.

There are no records of his activities, he met senior thinkers, who were moving Korea
to be no longer a kingdom but instead to a modern democratic Republic, educators,

and Avant Garde couriers as well.

Fortunately, Dosan met an American missionary who came to Korea to establish a
Christian church and a modern western styled high school. Before obtaining the
King's permission, the missionary had started to scout local boys and keep them in
his house. He was one of the earliest Americans who ever came to Korea. Again, it
can be assumed that Dosan did more than study because Dosan was a hard-working
farm boy, and he had no money. Dosan must have done many tasks living at the
house. The name of that missionary was Appenzeller who had become a good friend
of the king of Korea. He had done a lot of modernization of Korea, the least of which
was developing schools. His first school was Baejae school which still exists in Seoul,

Korea.

From the latter half of 1800 American companies were bringing in Korean laborers
into Hawaii, California, Mexico, and Cuba for sugar farming after Chinese laborers had

worked for the railroad.

In 1900, Dosan, 22 years of age, decided to go to California, USA to join a sugar
farming team. He told his girlfriend Ms. Lee who responded that she would like to
join him on the journey. Right at the pier in Inchon port, wedding formalities were
done, and marriage papers were signed. Together they walked up the plank and

boarded a cargo ship bound for San Francisco as husband and wife.

[2. Farmland / Supervisor]
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1900: As soon as Dosan and the other laborers arrived in San Francisco they went to
the area where Koreans were working. They lived near farms. A few hundred groups
lived in each area and those groups lived and worked in the widely dispersed

location. They were unorganized and under disorderly and not hygienic conditions.

White neighborhood leaders were complaining that Koreans are noisy. Rowdy groups
with frequent altercations, the complaints rained in that they were ruining the large
area. Leaders urgently met, had a long and serious meeting and reached a
conclusion. They anxiously asked Dosan to take charge and inspect each community
to make sure that they met American standards and cooperative way of management

as well as legal and immigration administrations. Dosan agreed.

Dosan was more than a manager. He was a janitor too as he was clearing each dorm,
cleaning windows, and taking care of garbage cans, etc. Korea has had no consular
office and California state officials contacted Dosan for many paperwork questions. In
the end he contacted Korean emigrants in not only Southern California but also
Mexico and Cuba. Dosan had an office incorporated and registered as an entity
named "= 22| which means 'citizen council' which grew to be the proxy office of the
Korean government. The council collected an annual 5 dollar due per member and
assets kept increasing. Often the citizen council treasurer paid travel expenses and

incentives when the Korean government could not pay, for it had no dollars.

[3. Cooperator]

Dosan bought an offset printing machine for pamphlets to distribute Korean news
overseas and mailed to not only many Korean farming communities in California but
also to Mexico, Hawaii, and elsewhere. Everyone was very happy to read about their

community and what was happening back home in Korea and the far East.

Dosan often traveled to many southern California villages and met Korean farmers on

site and of course their houses and fields too. Although farming itself is beyond and
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above his responsibility, he checked and found good growth of roots and stems and
rich soil. He loved the land and Korean farmers; they were acclimatized to good, old
civil institutions. He told himself 'This is good community building." One day when he

got back from a farmer’s gathering, his wife told him she was pregnant.

Fortunes became a helper. On a fair California day, radio news said that President

Teddy Roosevelt is planning a trip to the west and California too.

He thought of many good Americans who had helped to let Korean laborers
continue to work on orange farms. The community was ever expanding and thriving.
Many were able to find women to marry. Their following generations would really
need families. And California would lead other states of the USA as a grand farming
state. He thought of Koreans in beautiful California. He would continue to look after

Heungsadan. Their security and success would lead Korea.

[4. Leadership]

1904 Dosan found a part-time job as a janitor in a hotel and his wife was working a

laundry washing job. Both saved some money for Koreans in Korea.

Kitty Hawk saw the first flight by the Wright brothers in NC in Dec. 1903. New King
Edward XIl was crowned in Britain after the funeral of Queen Victoria in 1901. She
had been immensely popular and bore 9 children related to numerous European

aristocrats, not to mention kings of Eastern countries. Disunity could happen.

The status of Japan rose as she demolished the Chinese Pacific Fleet in the far east -
rising since the Japanese war in 1895. On the contrary, the morale of the Russian far

east fleet was at an all-time low.

In Korea, the construction of Inchon seaport was completed and open to the public,

20 miles long. With Japanese loans and technical aid, people all over the world, and
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especially Koreans, were so blissful that the new 20th century would bring new
changes. Korean courtiers were worried that Koreans were expecting changes.
Although the Russian far east fleet might be a counterbalance against the Japanese

interventions and USA might be of aid in diplomacy.

1904 Dosan finished his travel preparations, checked and ran over all the records
namely legal papers, accounting papers and receipts, letters and petitions of member
laborers, mail from Korea and other countries, plans, and secret records of
Heungsadan activities and blueprints by farm captains and went down to downtown
San Francisco and Los Angeles and had serious meetings with officers of
organizations Dosan has set up. Meanwhile his deputy provided 3,000 dollars for
Dosan to carry. Through his friend he acquired a steamship ticket leaving from
Seattle.

In Santa Monica, Dosan bought a nice 3-piece suit and a tie. Then he was ready. The
ship had been a merchant ship a bit converted to add extra cabins on deck for VIP

passengers. She was bound for Tokyo from Seattle taking a few weeks.

Sometime later Dosan confided to Korean students in a meeting that it had been a
good sail. He dined with the captain of the ship; beef steaks were served along with

wine

Hearing music was a good treat during the long voyage. Dosan was a real music
lover. There was no music when he was a young farm boy. Whenever he heard
music, he could not help but conjure up beautiful nature background surroundings
such as forests, rivers, idyllic and calm. All his life he had written many poems and or
various lyrics. The Korean anthem, the content was written by Dosan. Many lyrics on
a paper and ballad songs were written by Dosan. Dosan might have been a schmaltz.
He gave many speeches to various groups of Korean students attending Japanese
universities. They were very much impressed and organized Taekeuk societies. Dosan

found many followers in Japan and became famous. Dosan then took a ferry that
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carried him to Inchon port from Kobe port in Japan.

In Korea, he paid a visit to his teachers. His father, a Confucian teacher, the book
lender, Appenzeller. Dosan often has said books are not only a teacher but also a
school. He met many friends in Seoul including many young radicals and major

reformists want to reform all the corrupt institutions and get rid of the king.

Instead, Dosan pushed modernism and gradual progress. In another meeting, Dosan
met friends to organize Shinminhoe (new citizen society) and laid the groundwork for

reform activities.

[5. School Builder]

Dosan in Seoul noticed the Royal family was involved with the help of American
missionaries. Upon consulting elite Korean educators, Dosan went to the North. In
Pyongyang, Daesung high school and Zumzin school were legally established. Dosan
worked hard to make those two models, or a prototype School education based on
ethos and ethnography. Headmasters from the North and South came to learn

methods, curriculum, and independent guidelines to copy.

He told them that he was a hayseed who could not afford to drop in the field. South
Korea needed a clear mind and healthy growth. He encouraged his associates and
directors to get involved in local enterprises and establishments for a better future

for their communities.

Dosan and his staff visited many villages like what he had done in California

successfully and it worked.

1904 - News of radio and newspaper announced the emergency report that Russia-
Japan war just broke out. It was the first war in the 20th century fought between two

superpowers with the most modern weapons.
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This was the result of the rivalry between Russia, who wanted to continue their
mastership of ports and land in China and North Korea around far east Siberia and
Japan, a new rising power who wanted to take over China and Korea as much as
possible. The Russian Tsar Nicholas Il and his advisors were weak and corrupt.
Meanwhile, Japanese King Meiji and his advisors were smart. The Russian fleet at the
Korean East coast and army around the eastern coast were indubitably beaten into

quicksand.

1905 - The Russia-Japan war ended within a year. The world was stunned by
Japanese military victories of the last two wars: China: the largest Asian nation and
Russia: the largest white European nation. The Japanese were enthused while

foreigners were getting wary.

Dosan in Korea was busy traveling rural areas, especially the Northern region. He was
looking for land to farm and make a livable community. And plans for water supply
and sewage systems. He and his officers accompanied him spending some contract

money etc. even ox cart road fees for wind breaking.

His officers and friends reported to him that a few more American missionaries came
to Pyongyang city and built churches. The number of Christians is increasing. Dosan
as usual told subordinates to give them help should they ask for help on the farm

site.

One farmer in a community meeting asked, "What is your take on the Japanese's two
victories?” Dosan answered crisply there had been 3 tigers surrounding Korea, a
Chinese tiger and Siberian tiger have gone home. Now we should watch one island-
tiger." A man from Pyongyang city is in the north of a 600 miles long Peninsula and
located very closely to the frontier of China. Therefore, a long cold night was the
order of nature in winter. His father taught him 'early onto the bed, early rise." The

farm boy was keeping that daily habit of waking up at 5 am. Now many churches in
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Pyongyang ring the church bells so the whole city wakes up early. He felt churches

have done well for the Korean.

Dosan believed Korea should be smarter and stronger.

[6. Yen of Japan]

On-site trips to various communities took a month or two depending on the

circumstances of the farmland. Dosan stayed longer in Pyongyang and Seoul.

His office in Seoul often sent messengers to report and get approval. At that time, he
was needed in the Seoul office. Dosan was thinking hard how best to be equal to the
Japanese so that Japan would respect sovereignty-power of Korea. Meanwhile
American president T. Roosevelt mediated the execution of a peace treaty at
Portsmouth. USA and Britain extended their power into Pacific and Southeastern
nations for the USA was de facto Pacific power. Surely the world is becoming

complicated more than ever before. International politics

Dosan was sent back to Seoul. There was big news, Japanese King Meiji's councilor
Mr. Ito Hirobumi wanted to meet Dosan in a secret place located near the Yongsan
railroad terminal. The small house was owned by a Japanese locomotive engineer. In

a ten-tatami size room sat two couches.

Ito's cab arrived there at 6 pm. He and one secretary got into the room through the
foyer, door ajar and sat on one couch. At 6:20 pm Dosan with his Korean manager in
a small cab arrived. After two men took a careful look around and two men felt this

small two rooms and one kitchenette hut had no one except them.

A drawing room was located by the door. The drawing room door was also ajar, and
the two Koreans could hear some voices. Entered those two men and met two

Japanese bowing welcome.

183



DOSAN 2022 ESSAY COLLECTION

Two tall men stood confronting face to face and exchanged "How are you?” in
Korean “Anyong Hasip Nika? Jowayo?" Ito said, "You are stately looking." Dosan

responded, “You look so young and strong.”

As had been mutually agreed the conversations took place in confidence. After rumor
mongers passed hearsay on, the spilled beans contents are as follows: | do per
intelligence find Dosan to be the most popular man, a politician standing out
amongst many. He and his majesty, the King, aspire to construct a bulwark of peace
for far East Asia. For that, an absolute tripartite alliance is a must among Japan,
China, and Korea despite previous bickering and errors. I1to was known to be a well-
educated and eloquent speaker, having the ears of King Meiji and was very

ambitious.

An unknown aspect for Dosan and the Koreans is whether Japan had respect for
Chinese and Koreans as equal partners in the alliance. Lately, Japan had persecuted
many Chinese so Koreans had visions of bad blood growing in the Far East which

could turn countries to other superpowers should the alliance take place.

Such dubiety could not help peace but was likely to cause another crisis. Dosan
refused to participate in the alliance plan. In closing, Dosan excused himself that he
had too much work to develop education and modernization projects. Ito was an old
politician. Dosan thought of his workload for the next day to meet the Shinminhoe

director to speed up the projects.

Suddenly Ito held the hand of Dosan and shook hands. He hopped to China with
Dosan and to meet him again. Before he officially visited China in a low tone, he told
Dosan that he wanted Dosan to make a cabinet, meaning become the Korean prime

minister.

He was known later to have said to his secretary that Dosan was the only Korean
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altruist. On the other hand, Dosan was known to have said to his manager that Ito

was an old tiger, and | didn't want to be his food.

After 'sayonara’ Dosan told the secretary to lock the door. He told Dosan the owner
is to come back tomorrow morning on a new train. Outside with his manager, it was
a chilly September evening. Dosan thought of labor in California. They are a better
effort breeze there too. September 1906, DS established Kook Min Hwai (= B12]) with

a team with his farming workers.

Also, Heungsadan was established as a proper entity and the new eight directors

were appointed to perform in patriotic and confidential duties.

[7. Prescience]

In few years, the King signed a humiliating treaty for the international security of
Korea and disarmed the Korean army immediately. More Japanese soldiers and
policemen were assigned to major cities. Many Koreans and especially radical

reformists were disappointed. Japanese were becoming too haughty towards locals.

Dosan saw why Korea was a weak and backward country despite having some
culture. The culprit as seen with the eyes of a farm boy was the thousand-year-old
disease of cliques and factionalism. In history, big conflicts happened due to small

words.

Love, well-trained, can produce unity and harmony. Honesty was to produce trust.
While Dosan having been educating Koreans radical reformists began to demonstrate
their dissatisfactions in many cities in Korea, skirmishes and suppressions and
surreptitious surveillance. That worried Dosan since his money was running out.
Slowly police began to suspect the healthy and nonviolent organizations Dosan had
established in various locations in Korea.

Dosan’s master officers and team captains were instructed to keep on working noble
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duties. Stay down till the situation improves. Because of the hairy situation of

irrationality, Dosan stated, he would take refuge in California for about a year.

The meeting was a short 'stand low and bite the bullet till reunion." En route to
Europe (not Japan) he landed In New York and the train got him to Southern
California; back to cool peaceful farmland, friendly smiling faces, the Pacific Highway

and Santa Monica.

1909 He was home at last. He apologized to his family, 2 boys and a mother. The old

couple had sex. Once-in-a-blue-moon incidents were not much for both parties.

Dosan told his wife he needed a lot of money to invest for a better future for Korea.
She increased her working hours, but it was not easy work. He also searched quickly
and found a labor job for a state project of water supply for fruit farms. The wage
was earning good money though it was rough work. The pay rate for farm labor had
increased and their cooperative chest was filling up well. After about one year of
staying at home, he decided to go back to Korea where so many people were

waiting.

[8. Success & Failures]

The Korean farm labors organization was shining proof of Dosan's good achievement
from the very start. Two divisions of the workforce trusted Dosan and grew up to be
prosperous and loving: True solidarity. They led other divisions in other zones and
sent approval back to Dosan: 5 financings. The money was hard-earned and legally

processed (IBS).

Later days of his activities in Korea and China his accountants testified that Dosan
always refused to take money from questionable sources such as Japan, crooks, even
churches, and temples. Even an agent for Lenin from Russia sent to him messages

offering kickbacks. His secretary had to push him out. Japanese police frequently did
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surprise audits and could not find any irregular fund transactions. The farm laborers

were the sole supporters.

The officers of the farm labor division unanimously decide to double-down the fund
from the last one after overseeing past investments. This time he was to bring about
$50,000 plus his family money of $10,000. Total $60,000 some dollars. Now Dosan
thought he would build many communities and schools to match. He'll soon be on

the road and over the Pacific.

1909 In the holiday season, a radical Catholic patriot, Ahn Joongkeun, assassinated
Ito Hirobumi, a well-educated Japanese politician, and the king's chief councilor was
shot.

1910 Japan annexed Korea into the Japanese empire. The Korean King signed that

treaty.

1919 March 1st. All Koreans demonstrated for independence, the start of a

democratic republic.

Korea was sold out by the Korean King. His family was bestowed the Japanese

peerage of Duke.

Many demonstrators were arrested, and some were shot. Many small groups of
patron groups started anti-Japanese activities and technocrats as well suppression

over local people were rising.

Just after the annexation, Dosan returned to Seoul, Korea. He contacted his directors
and officers in secret. He noticed that men became radicals, adopting a marine's fight
to the death mode. When they were arrested and went to jail, the Japanese would
happily watch dying Koreans in jail or shoot them to get practice as similar incidents

had happened in India. Therefore, fight until we die is in no way a smart solution.
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Again, he visited many small cities quietly. The government in France leased part of
Shanghai city where Japanese police cannot come inside by international treaty.

Come to Shanghai. | would help you.

That much he could because he had brought enough friends.

[9. Land Lease]

1919 Dosan after having seen many houses found a right plan inside France and
leased part of Shanghai city. But the landlord asked for too high a rent price. So, he
told one of his Shinminhoe staff to ask for details of the rent. The staff brought an
old lady to bring a new property purchase form and inserted the signatures of both

parties and the price both had agreed to.

Dosan paid the price in US dollars. He told the lady to have it reported and certified
at the French city hall soon. Dosan told the staff who were living there. The second
floor will be used as the new office of The Republic of Korea. The staff was confused.

He had just donated to the new owner, the Republic of Korea.

In exile: Dosan thought 'tomorrow he would send out for the new opening and to

have a big name he had picked, 'The Republic of Korea.’

Dosan has had a basis for selecting the immovable property. Fresh surrounding water
availability. Extra space in bathroom and kitchen rooms were sat multiple beds,
coaches, chairs, pew, and structural safety. Dosan was used to maximizing
accommodations to suit an army’s requirements to have a community center in a
farming area. That building plus the new house he provided, namely the two-story

buildings, were considered enough for the half begun half done outpost.

He did not think the Republic of Korea needed a capitol building like that in
Washington DC. But Dosan liked the American proverb ‘man plans, God laughs.” The
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next was well and fair.

So morning came calmly to the first overseas territory of the Republic of Korea

nicknamed land of the morning calm.

April 10t, 1919, Dosan publicly announced the opening of the Korean government in

exile.

1912 Meiji Japanese emperor died. He died after a few years of ill health, aged 60.
The Shogunate ended and he had reigned for 45 years. That change was called 'Meiji
restoration’ and the Diet was elected. He had good councilors including Ito Hirobumi,

strongly led Japanese.

Japan was transformed into a modern industrial state by the year 1900 AD. Japan
became a world power. In 1909, Ito Hirobumi was shot dead by a Korean patriot in
the northern border city Harbin. He had been known to be a moderate attempting

bilateral once to control Korea with diplomacy.

1914~1918 World War | Allies: France, Britain, South Africa, Russia, Italy, Australia in

Pacific theater.

1937~1945 Second Sino-Japan War, USA entered late 1937

Counterpart: Germany, Austria, Hungary, Turkey

Historians called the great war and its European theater ‘war of attrition.” Journalists

hopefully named it ‘the war that would end all wars.’

The death toll was said to reach up or over five million. All over the world people

saw the futility of human suffering and the importance of peace.

1941~1945 WWII happened Nazi - fascio nations-Germany, Italy, Turkey, Japan in
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Asia and Allies: Britain, France, Britain Canada, Australia, China, USA and Russia.

1920 Dosan took care of the first two years as a sole financier paying for every
expense. He was working officially as interior ministry-minister doing all the admin-
works as an official and housekeeping the two buildings. Many patriots came to him
with some money. The donation money was growing. Organizations and activities
grew much. Likewise, his private corps were Heungsadan members such as Cho
Byounwoo, Chang Chung, Song Jongik, Kyong Sang, Jung Wondo, Jun Ra, Yum
Mansuk, Kang Won, Kang Yongso, Pyong An, Kim Hangjak, Hwang Hae, Kim Jongrim,

and Ham Kyong. Sin lk Hee also supported Dosan.

They are loyal and fervent Heungsadan members and overlapped government
positions. Many junior members had wanted to elect him to power, but Dosan asked
them to understand his modesty. A few seniors shown in portraits had suffered time

in jail and not many had good conditions.

Dosan told them to vote for Seungman Rhee to be president of our exiled
government. He continued his argument that, at that time of adversity, harmony and
unity are almost needed. After all, Dosan is handling all the work including

housekeeping and accounting etc.

In the meantime that interim government intelligence was getting many information
that in Japan the military clique won power over moderates: prime minister Katsura
Daro had pushed the wild annexation and just sent a retired general Terauchi as the
governor-general for Korea and his two area junior generals to be in charge of
security and police departments. Accordingly, suppression of Korean independence
movements was expected to be harsh in Korea and areas occupied by the Japanese

army. An impact city was to rise.

[10. Denationalization]
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1919~1930 Young Republic. Koreans at last have gotten rid of the corrupt king and
his toad eaters began wearing golden emblems and were monthly paid as dukes by
a chest of Japanese royal family funds while Koreans were considered second-class

citizens of the Japanese Empire.

US President Wilson's decree in 1919 announced at the League of Nations regarding
sovereignty rights for small weak nations worked in reverse. The demonstrations were
impromptu acts and ended up with many people shot dead and jailed. The golden
time (1895~1905) anything possible could have happened. Nevertheless, there was a

tiny consolation.

Dosan and his crack team of Heungsadan and Sinminhoe made Korea a Republic
without suffering a revolution. The new government was established on precarious,
soil: in China. Dosan was so busy with housekeeping and the function of the interim
government where each minister was working hard. The security minister was
expanding secret resistance in and outside Korea. He was planning to set up an army
named the 'Independence army.' Each department needed a lot of dough. Dosan was
so happy that so many Koreans were coming to Shanghai to provide manpower.
Dosan encouraged them to purchase land in China to make a good farm. He thought
that Korean-owned land has the same effect as expanding Korean territories. It was a
dissention to Moses' exodus. Once those Korean refugees become rich, they would

no doubt chip in to the far stronger of the Korean Republic.

Dosan accompanied those potential investors everywhere. Northern China and near
Siberian land across the border and southernmost areas near Gwangju. Some farms
wanted Dosan to visit for legal and technical assistance. The exile office was almost

self-sufficient even as demands were rapidly growing.

1931~1937 The so-called Manchurian conflict due to mutual animosity blew up to be

the second Sino-Japan war. Japanese military command proclaimed martial law for
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Korea and Manchuria territory. Many countries in that time were suffering economic

downturns and Japan was no exception. Two divisions were dispatched from Korea.

But Chinese resistance was greater because the Chinese knew what had happened in
Korea in 1919. The League of Nations criticized Japan for the massacre of non-
combatant civilians. There had been too much evidence and witnesses. Japan could

hardly deny. In 1933 Japan officially withdrew its membership.

The martial law worried Dosan much for many Korean refugees had just started
farming and community building. Some were building schools too and trusted local
banks and the Korean exile government that was Dosan'’s assistance. He had always

been a non-violent man, and honesty was his number one trademark.

He just could not use ‘force majeure’ as an excuse or pretext. He worked so hard,
harder to find some solution to continue to assist when the refugees could no longer
find Korean friends to save their projects. For a while, he was the friend to save the

project.

For a while he was thinking of going back to California, and an emergency came. His
wife has sent him a letter that she was pregnant, and the second letter mentioned a
daughter. He wanted to see her. He did not want her to only know her father

posthumously.

His father had told him about the Kumgang mountain located near Northeast coast
of Korea. He'd told Dosan they should go together, but it never happened. Dosan
had worked nearby that resort, but he had no chance to visit. He reminisced. He
once was on top of Palo Verdes, Dosan thought Palo Verdes could be as good. He
would take his daughter to Palo Verde when he went back home.

[11. Reclamation of a Nation]

In 1931 Japanese started to take over major cities. From the early start of 1932, they
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were getting close to Shanghai city. They have already warned their army to take the

destination of Gwangju: the largest city in south China.

Dosan and his team: Shinminhoe, Kukminhoe, Heungsadan, consisted of youthful age
people who were the backbone of the exile government, decided to pull up
everything and move to the next safer city, change route to one of two cities
Hwangjou and Jeenjang. Dosan stayed on in Shanghai because the extraterritoriality
status agreed between Nationalist China and the Republic of France. However, the

Japanese army did not recognize that their military police were everywhere.

1933 there in Shanghai during the last few years Korean resistance forces shot or
interrogated a few Japanese generals. In the past in Korea, Japanese police had
arrested Dosan and put him in jail, but he was released for he was never involved in

violent incidents caused by reformists/anti-Japanese/patrons.

This time the governor general instructed the military-police unit to arrest Dosan,
indicting him on the ground of violation of security. After having done time in
different jails in Korea, including the infamous Seodaemun prison, his friends and

brother met Dosan after having filled out long-questionnaires.

Dosan told them not to come back again. One night two MPs came to see him. After
both hands were shackled, they took him to General Motogiro. It was dark already at
7 pm. He looked at Dosan straight in the eyes. After about ten seconds he said
succinctly, "I know where you came from and what you were doing. Too many

Koreans respect you. We Japanese want you to go back home soon.”

Dosan responded, 'not too many | should cook after." Then you could stay but in a
Korean prison. On the way back Dosan thought what the future would bring.

The Japanese sentenced him to a four-year jail term. The guards were no help, but
Korean wardens were very friendly, the cell was so dirty. One tap water faucet and a

bowl for face washing and drinking. Once a week, there was a bath for 20 minutes in
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a bucket. A bowl of cooked barley and a few pieces of pickled radish. Due to wartime

martial law the area they could move in was reduced too.

Each cell had a pot which was used as a lavatory. Every evening at 6 pm, wardens
collected waste into a wheelbarrow to dump into a big tank outside. Dosan was
given initially a cell solely for himself but often three or four prisoners were pushed
into a room, sized 6'x6". Prisons were called 'Hogpin.' It is about the impact of
hardship. Dosan after imprisonment suffered from gastroenteric disorder and suffered
dermatitis for long years till his discharge. In 1936 he was released from Daejeon
prison. Dosan was hospitalized for a while. He went back to his home, often

hospitalized as Dosan was no longer young, healthy, and smart.

His brother sent a telegram to his home in California and included a clause 'Do not
come here. They might hurt you.” He told his brother that he would like to find a nice
and quiet place for convalescence because he was too busy. It was cold midnight,
and his brother told his son that Uncle Dosan had tried to build too many utopias. It
was 9th March 1939. He was buried in the quiet but public cemetery in Manguri near

the East Gate of Seoul city. After the police were checking all visitors for one year.

All the model farms were taken by the Communists. China and Russia by 1949.
Korean exile government survived in Chung by JV Day. Dosan Ahn, Changho was a
very good farm straw, instead of giving in to fatalism he did what he could for young
Koreans. What he did was just a drop in a bucket. The size of the bucket does not

matter. What he did in his life involved some hundreds of thousands of Koreans.

Looking at him, he is the key person to moral priority. During his 60 years of life, his
family had land for half a year. The rest was spent on Koreans. Truly Dosan was an
altruist. Had he not been persecuted by prison term he could have lived longer and

could have done much more.

At any rate, Korea is fortunate this man's wisdom has become the strong foundation
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for modern The Republic of Korea and future generations. He was a complicated

man: But there were some clues and hints and the following:

His concept of folk high school was influenced by Lutheran minister/teacher/
philosopher NFS Grundig who had helped a lot to modernize Denmark. His speeches
have similarities with the early Quakers of the USA. He had a similarity in growing

background with Ben Franklin. His nonviolence is related to Gandhi of India.

Dosan was active about 120 years ago. His teachings are of very fundamental

threading. His guidelines of Heungsadan have three points: virtue, intelligence, and
physical standard, which could be used effectively online and PR works, etc. in this
fast-changing 21st century. Far more advertisements are recommended of the fact

that Korea produced hero Dosan in diversified media.

Seminars on Dosan and Korean cultural use of sports media can be effective, some

research is in need.

Final Overview and Foresight (by the Writer)

After four pages for quick references to foreign similarity, the 20th century was
regarded as the most tumultuous era of all recorded human history and, just after

the wicked war of WWI, worldwide depression affected superpowers.

We're all out to hunt any loot workers especially Comintern was organized to realize
the ideals of the communist manifest. Reformers get violent and in 1921 Shanghai
communist party was established and People's Liberation Army (PLA) in 1931. Many
radical chiefs were competing. But in Jangsu province quickly announced an

independent country named the Soviet.

This was Southwestern province and Mao being a Southerner knew how to speak the

dialect and quickly started steering the helm. However, Chiang Kai-shek (Kuomintang)
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was leading China and fought Japanese invaders, Martin Short was briar, washing
farmers of a communist utopia. In 1949 Mao after a Long March beaten Kuomintang
and took over northern Chinese capital Beijing. According to rumors, China’s Chiang
Kai-shek met Dosan in 1919 in Shanghai. He welcomed Dosan and promised to help
the Korean government as he was awaiting American aid. Kuomintang's last capital
was Chongging in 1940. He financially helped Dosan to build up the Korean
independence army. The record shows 1941 and 1945.

Dosan established model farms and Dongmyong school and ran them well which
proves Dosan was the harbinger, creating model farms and schools right in the south
of China ahead of communists. Mao saw that Dosan had done a good job for the

proletarian.

[12. Fallen Angel]

Dosan lived an exemplary life as a public leader who was always conscious of public
conscience, justice, democracy, ethos, and humanism. He was so altruistic and saintly

that the Japanese governor was afraid of the Korean crowd for conceivable riots.

The prosecutor transferred Dosan to many jails so that the public would not know
where Dosan would be, namely, Taejon, Busan and Seodaemun prisons in Seoul. In
the cold winter he had to sleep on cold cement floor of a solo cell. Yet he was a
model prisoner who had cleaned the cell better than others. As a farm boy, he was
used to cleaning every nook and corner. His father had the guts to get on an

uninhabited small island to survive. He was a farm boy.

His mother taught him to help each other in love. His wife gave him unending

support no matter what ... Then some books were his teachers!

Still a farm boy! It has always been the love for man and plant. However, he could be

and would be remembered as one good farm boy. Peter Pan....... to put it mildly for
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young Koreans and foreigners.

Israel is fortunate to have historical pair of heroes: Abraham and Jesus. Korea has
such a pair: Dangun and Dosan. Rich grain companies like Mitsui came to Korea and
requisitioned lands for Japanese farmers. Poor Korean sharecroppers wanted to come
over to China. Dosan fought to level the playing field and tried to develop farmland
for them as much as possible. Dosan has foresight for a better future for fellow

Koreans.

Nevertheless, alas, Dosan did not realize the wicked threat of communist dictatorship.
Right after the Victory over Japan Day (V-J Day), a Russian major general landed in
Wonsan, North Korea with a lad. The lad, a Russian army captain and 33 years old,
was appointed to rule North Korea, which fell to the vicious whims of KGB thugs. All
down the drain, so many good people are suffering the worst hardship due to the

tyranny of communists.

Though he was a bad husband and father to his children. Thank the USA and the
good state of California they were said to have done well. The positivism of his life
has benefited contemporary and future generations of Koreans living in South Korea.

The treaty of Shimonoseki confirmed Chinese control of Korea as tributary status.

Dosan regularly received secret reports and money through messengers. Thereafter
king Gojong renamed Korea an Empire and himself an Emperorship. Then he signed
an annexation into Japan: Then Japan gave him the official Japanese aristocracy title
Duksoong. Ita Wang. Meanwhile many Korean independence fighters (resistance)
wanted to establish a Korean Exile government inside the Siberian border area. But
after some negotiations, they all approved the plan for Dosan to be stationed in the
Shanghai French control area. In another world, the young democratic Republic of

Korea was born to function. The continuity of an empire as the same entity.

What is a revolution without the spill of blood and thunder? Dosan was paying the
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rent of two offices and paying the ministers and officers etc. including President Rhee
Syngman. A smooth continuity was carried over, even after WWII to young elites
trained by Dosan. For example, President Syngman Rhee was three years older than
Dosan while Koo Kim two years older. The seniors and juniors and all respected
Dosan who wanted to work as a working Prime Minister. After the V-J Day, there

were multiple sabotages, revolts, etc. let alone the recession during the Korean war.

Thanks to Dosan, Korea is kicking and thriving as the world's tenth-ranked economic
power. The dreams of Dosan educating the young have worked well. This peaceful
and optimistic farm boy died on nineth day of March 1939, while on the other side

of the world Nazi was busy preparing to attack Poland.

On the warm third day of September 1939. Nazi over and Poland. This was the most

outrageous war against humanity called World War Il.

Against harsh fate, Dosan did not give in and was thinking of model farmhouses,
irrigations, schools, hospitals, and churches as far as affordable for rural farmers. Had
he been healthier, he would have continued the same work. He and his spirit are

estimated to always be with farmers and the nation.
This writer recommends people read the only available book on Dosan entitled

Dosan An, Changho author by Lee, Kwangsoo. More materials should be better

available soon, for the foresight of Dosan is evergreen. ***
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N ECHY H|E0 A2 ALII2tEERBME)S ME2 0 F
Reexamination of Imna Gala(E3B/N%&) in the Stele

o|=4d

Abstract: The Book of Song has the same name and characters of Imna
Gala(fE#BINZE) as engraved in the Gwanggaeto Stele. Silla, Imna Gala, and all other
small town-states were around the western shore of Balhae Bay. Old name of Silla
known as Xie la(B£#g), Sala (H7#), and Sila (F'#&) were near the Balhae Bay along
with Baekjae and Hyu-In (k%)) before the King Gwanggaeto. Many phonetic variants
of Silla and Gala had been moving around the Eastern Part of Asia. The southern part

of Korean peninsula was the last place.

The King Gwanggaeto lived in Manchuria during the turbulent period and
assassinated. His son king Jangsu chased out his rivals. Silla moved the capital to the
southern part of Korean peninsula, took the refugees, adapted the Buddhism, and

became a strong nation.

Taoist Elders went up to the eastern part of Himalaya Mountains through the ancient
trading route and taught the locals. The new religion emerged around the kingdom
of Sikkim region, spread out along the Indus River valley to the entire subcontinent
during the 3 century BC, and evolved to many variant forms of Buddhism. Southern
Buddhism came to the southern part of China and spread up to the Balhae Bay
during the Eastern Jin (3R&; 317-420) dynasty. It replaced the Eurasian Buddhism
from the west through the silk-road, assimilated with the folk religion, left a new
branch of Buddhism which is Mahayana Buddhism, “Miruk-bul” by Korean.

The southern sea-route of Yellow Sea was established around 479. The King
Beopheung (EELE: r. 514-540 AD) adapted Southern Buddhism. Silla unified Korea

in 668. The people in the Korean peninsula went to the Japanese archipelago,
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cultivated the locals, and made the new island nation strong. Wei(#&) changed the

name to Nihon in 670.
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Don Seung Lee, MD, MPH

mosollee@gmail.com

Retired physician from George Washington University
and Georgetown University in 2010. My first book in
Korean "#22|Z &OLA| (Searching for the Root)", was
written in 2011 Following articles had been submitted:
Etymology of Khitan Empire; Name of Khitan came from
. the Hédan &8 in the Shijing. Early China Wu the Great
of China and Nine Provinces. Cambridge JAS

The Queen Bimiho (& £ &£ 551F) was the Queen of Baekjae(B ).
Linguistic and Historical examination of Bal Joseon -Z$Ei#$% . To JNEAH.

Despite of many articles to academic journals, none had been accepted. My theory is

a lone voice from over the great wall. Decided to self-published my Academic views

and made my website: Many articles uploaded in my website and Face Book:

http://www.ancienthistoryofkorea.com/&ot-=829|-2 0| -ZBF =/

2013: Ancient History of the Manchuria. Redefining the Past. By Xlibris, USA.
2015: Ancient History of Korea. Mystery Unveiled. By Xlibris, USA.

2015 November: Co-author; Korean Heritage Room. Cathedral of Learning
University of Pittsburgh.

2016 August 8th: Z#A%% &7|. In Search of Old Joseon. *4 O|2H. Seoul Korea.
2018 Ancient History of Northeast Asia Redefined ®RJtZE &5 #ii#. By Xlibris,
USA.

2020 October: Ancient History of Korea. Mystery Unveiled. Second Edition

First appearance in the Yonsei University, of Korea present my theory in 2019.

Several public speeches to the Korean American organization.

Submitted the full manuscript for new Book in Spring 2023

We need another Voice. Taoism to Buddhism. By Xlibris
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